The Board of Water Commissioners continues to implement a program of improving water quality in
the Town. A key piece of this initiative is to treat the pollution at its source. In order to accomplish this goal,
rain gardens are being installed within the Town'’s right-of-ways, drainage easements and on Town property.
Rain gardens are depressed planting beds, constructed with special soil mix and plantings, which collect “first
flush” stormwater flowing along the edge of roads and allow it to infiltrate into the soil, where natural
biological and chemical processes reduce the level of pollutants and nutrients in the run-off. Stormwater
which has passed through the rain gardens is returned to the existing drainage ways. Norfolk Ram Group, on
behalf of the Water Commission, worked closely with the Cohasset Garden Club to determine appropriate
plantings.

This stormwater improvement project was extended one year and is entering its final year (completion
and close-out due in June 2009), utilizing funds from our Section 319 Grant ($255,000) and the 2% low interest
loans ($497,500) from the Clean Water SRF (CWSRF) program. Over the first half of calendar year 2009 we will
continue to implement both structural and non-structural solutions for eliminating and/or reducing nonpoint
source pollution in the watershed for Lily Pond and the Aaron River Watershed. The s.319 grant was awarded
in 2003; we submitted the formal loan application for the CWSRF loans on October 15, 2004.

Thirty-two (32) rain gardens have been constructed to date in areas that are tributary to Peppermint
Brook and Lily Pond, such as areas around the Clay Spring Road development, Pond Street, Route 3A, and King
Street; and areas tributary to Aaron River Reservoir. There is also a demonstration rain garden at the Lily Pond
Water Treatment Plant and a bio-swale constructed along the Plant’s driveway, which were the first
constructed in Town.

In the summer of 2008 we completed construction under the final two contracts for the construction
of 4 additional rain gardens; and 7 other rain gardens were completed with plantings along Route 3A. Only
two (2) remain to be constructed in the Spring of 2009. When fully completed, a total of thirty six (36)
stormwater capture locations will be addressed. This Project utilizes structural best management practice
(BMP) solutions and incorporates low impact development (LID) strategies wherever possible to contain and
minimize off-site flows and pollutant loading in these areas. Structural BMPs being implemented include
hooded catch basins, bioretention facilities (a.k.a. rain gardens), roadside swales with biofilters and spill
containment oil/water separator facilities.

NHESP Surface Water Monitoring Program- In May, July and October 2008, biological surface water
sampling was conducted as part of the Lily Pond Attenuated Bluet Monitoring Plan required by the Natural
Heritage and Endangered Species Program of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Division of Fisheries &
Wildlife. This trophic state monitoring program included sample collection at three locations within Lily Pond
to enable NHESP to assess potential impacts from the installation of the in-Pond aeration system.

RAIN GARDENS AT ELLMS MEADOW. In calendar year 2008 the Water Department cooperated with
the Town on an additional stormwater improvement project that benefits the Ellms Meadow Wellfield. The
Town completed installation of one (1) rain garden and two (2) constructed wetlands at the intersection of
Norfolk and Cushing Roads. The one rain garden will intercept and treat stormwater at a final catch basin in
Norfolk Road near the intersection with Cushing Road; and the two constructed wetlands, located on the north
side of Cushing Road at this intersection, will intercept “first flush” stormwater from two (one 10-inch and one
12-inch diameter) drainage outfall pipes that exist in that area and that discharge toward the Zone 1 for the
wellfield. These new stormwater BMPs were part of a larger project that was designed by Norfolk Ram and
funded in part by a state CZM grant plus Cohasset matching funds which included Cohasset Preservation
Committee funds.
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LILY POND AERATION SYSTEM. The in-pond aeration system consists of a pilot-program of five
aeration disks that have been installed in the deeper sections of Lily Pond. These low-disturbance aeration
disks will help to increase the dissolved oxygen levels in the deeper sections of Lily Pond, helping to prevent
manganese from being solubilized and entering the treatment plant. The heavy vegetation in Lily Pond may
limit the aeration system’s ability to disperse dissolved oxygen. The pilot program for the operation of the in-
pond aeration system went into operation at the end of December 2007 and ran until December 2008.

In December the Water Commission voted to allow skating on Lily Pond and turn the aeration system
off for the Winter. The aeration system has not shown conclusive results one way or the other as to its
effectiveness. There are too many seasonal variable to know if the changes in raw water quality are due to the
aeration system or normal seasonal fluctuation.

To be clear, with these matters (such as the specific impact of the aeration system) there is no
empirical measurement since that would require eliminating everything else in effect and just measuring the
impact of aeration within a controlled environment. It does appear there has been a positive effect on
manganese removal due to the aeration system, and indeed there are many other benefits to the pond in
water quality and its overall ecosystem.

The greatest impact on manganese removal comes from optimized plant operations. The team at the
plant has done an extraordinary job at manganese removal, which is measurable in testing and visible in the
distribution system. This is a function of both the treatment process and externalities such as aeration. Last
year, in its first year of operation, we needed to run the aeration system continuously for a period of time
which overlapped with Winter. It would not have been possible to measure any result had we not run it
continuously, nor would the necessary cumulative affect been possible if we had started then stopped.

Now that we are beyond the initial start-up phase and the aeration system has been in operation for
over a year, we are able to shut it down for a limited period of time. The Water Commission voted
unanimously to shut it down for the winter in the hopes of allowing skating on the pond this year. We take to
heart
to desire to have recreational access to the pond and do everything we can to help accommodate this.

MANGANESE REMOVAL. The Water Commissions on-going plant process optimization has resulted in
major improvements in the removal of manganese from raw water, which reduces the incidences of discolored
water experienced by customers. These improvements included: switching from Potassium Permanganate to
Sodium Permanganate, dosing Sodium Permanganate based on the residual in the flocculation basins,
increased air flow from the aeration system compressor, and a variety of dosing changes for pH and
Permanganate based on changes in raw water conditions — to more finely tune the chemical additions to
reduce manganese and improve water quality.

NEWWA CONFERENCES. At the September 26 Fall Conference of the New England Water Works
Association (NEWWA), Commissioner McNabb presented a paper, “Analysis of the Massachusetts Drinking
Water Infrastructure.” In the paper, McNabb described the $8.5 billion shortfall in funding needed over the
next 20 years to adequately maintain and upgrade the Massachusetts drinking water infrastructure. The
presentation was based on a report that Commissioner McNabb prepared for Clean Water Action, was
released in January, 2008, received extensive press coverage, and helped promote a bill at the State House to
create a Massachusetts Special Commission on Water Infrastructure Funding.

Commissioner McNabb has also been selected to present a paper at the American Water Works
(AWWA) April 8-10, 2009 national Water Security Congress in Washington, DC on a potential security
vulnerability in the national drinking water infrastructure, and to present a paper on the Cohasset Water
Departments successful watershed protection program at the NEWWA Annual Meeting April 1-2, 2009 in
Worcester, Mass.
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SOURCE WATER ASSESSMENT & PROTECTION (SWAP) REPORT. On January 16, 2004 the
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) issued the final SWAP Report for the Cohasset
Water Department. The SWAP report identifies the sources of Cohasset public drinking water supply, the
protection areas around those supplies, inventories the potential sources of contamination, and makes a
number of recommendations to improve protection of our water supplies. The Cohasset Water Commission, in
its ongoing watershed protection program, following the 2002 Surface Water Supply Protection Plan, is
planning on implementing the recommendations of the SWAP along with the many other water supply
protection measures already underway. A copy of the SWAP Report is available at the Lily Pond Water
Treatment Plant and on the Water Department web site, www.cohassetwater.org.

ENERGY SAVINGS. The Water Department has taken the following steps in 2008 and in the previous
two years to increase energy efficiency and reduce electrical use:

e Installed new doors with R-value of 40 on garage. Old doors had no insulation 6-06
e Ten motors replaced to new high efficiency plus VFD rated motors. Savings 12 to 15%.
Edison 13KV transformer replaced. New one has no PCB’s and is 10% more efficient.
Replaced 480/120-208 volt dry transformer to a high efficiency one. 35% savings.
Replaced old boiler. The new boilers are 33% more efficient than old boiler.
e Replaced eight fan coil unit heaters. Old ones were plugged. New ones estimated 50% more efficient.
e All plant lighting was replaced with new ballast and bulbs. 8% more efficient.
e Replaced meter readers truck with new small efficient 5 cylinder vehicle. The motor is 50% more
efficient.
e Implemented a new method of cleaning sludge lagoons. 50% more efficient.
e Replaced of de-humidifier. 60% more efficient.
e Currently looking into MASS HEFA contract for non-profits, savings on electric, gas contracts.

COOPERATION WITH OTHER TOWN DEPARTMENTS: The Cohasset Water Department cooperated

with many other Town of Cohasset departments during 2007 including:

e  The water department provided significant improvements to Town roadways, working cooperatively with
the DPW and Sewer Commission as part of the Little Harbor Project.

e  Provided a water supply for the veterans memorial and other parks at Lyons Memorial Park (North Main
St and Joy Place) and various location along the Town Common.

e  Assistance was provided to the DPW for a sidewalk/drainage improvement project on Forest Ave.

e  Assisted DPW in locating buried pipes and manholes of a 90+ year old drainage system located on
Jerusalem Road.

e  The Water Department does billing for the Sewer Department.

e  Quarterly Collaboration with Sewer Department for Billing

e  Worked with DPW on multiple paving jobs, including South Main Street, Beechwood Street, Church
Street, and Doane Street

e Assisted DPW in obtaining video camera equipment to inspect and document drainage pipe conditions

e  Coordinated construction activities with various parties regarding road races, walks and other charity
events
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CONCLUSION: The strength and successes of today’s Water Department have been possible because
of the vision and extraordinary efforts of the Water Commission and staff in the 1970’s, to conceptualize,
design, permit, and build the Aaron River Reservoir and the Lily Pond Treatment Plant which turned Cohasset
from a water-poor town to a water-rich town.

During 2008, the Cohasset Water Commission has implemented many major infrastructure
investments, operational initiatives, land acquisition and landscaping projects which significantly enhance our
ability to protect our water supply, treat, pump and deliver excellent drinking water and reliable water service
for domestic and firefighting use for our customers - our ratepayers in Cohasset. We have accomplished these
important achievements within our current rate structure, since our financial position remains excellent.

The Board of Water Commissioners and the Water Department would like to thank all the Town
officials, boards, citizens, and committees who have supported and assisted us throughout 2008. We will
continue to improve the water system in the coming years for the benefit of all customers and the Town of
Cohasset.

Respectfully submitted,

BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS

Glenn A. Pratt, Chairman
Nathaniel Palmer, Vice-Chairman
John K. McNabb, Jr., Clerk
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2008 SEWER COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT

2008 was a busy year for the Sewer Commission. The expansion of the town sewers to the Little
Harbor/Atlantic Avenue area and expansion of the treatment plant by 50% to accommodate the additional
flow from the new services. Work on these two construction projects was active throughout the year in
combination with drainage and water system improvements. The treatment plant modifications were 90%
complete by years end and the sewer collection system about 65% complete. The Deep Run/Rust Way portion
of the North Cohasset Sewer District expansion was about 95% complete.

It is anticipated that the North Cohasset expansion will consume the remaining capacity allowed in the Town’s
Inter-Municipal Agreement (IMA) with the Town of Hull. The remaining work in North Cohasset is the
construction of a flow metering manhole to better measure flows. It is anticipated that this expansion area will
be given authorization to activate their services in early 2009. Information packages will be mailed to home
owners describing connection procedures.

The portion of the collection system expansion which will flow to the Central Treatment Plant has progressed
on or ahead of schedule and a concerted effort has been made to work around special Town events and to not
significantly compromise traffic in the area. It is anticipated that connections to this system will be authorized
during the summer of 2009 after a few additional months of operation with the new Wastewater Treatment
Plant membranes.

The Sewer Commission has been preparing a Grinder Pump Solicitation which will maximize warranty, quality
and performance, while reducing initial and long term costs for residents using the new low pressure sewer
system. To further simplify the sewer connection process, the Commission has recently proposed the use of a
Project-Wide Conservation Commission filing for sewer connections. This process will integrate the local
regulatory responsibilities of the Sewer Commission, the Board of Health and the Conservation Commission to
facilitate and expedite the connection process. It will also reduce user costs and insure local regulation
compliance. Specifics regarding the integrated process should be finalized in early 2009.

The wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) upgrades and expansion continued throughout the year while still
ensuring suitable operation of the existing processes to allow full compliance with all permits. Among other
upgrades, new membranes were installed to allow the expansion of the plant’s capacity from 300,000 to
450,000 gallons per day. The new membranes have been performing quite well and operational processes and
procedures are being thoroughly tested prior to the connection of the new districts. The system will be
operational for at least six months prior to connection authorization.

In past years peak flows (caused by severe rain fall and groundwater leakage into the old collection system
piping) at the treatment plant had occasionally resulted in tank overflows. One of the steps taken to prevent or
mitigate overflows is an extreme flow handling system. This system was installed at the facility and is in place
to help prevent these occurrences in the future. Since the new membranes have been in place, at least two
severe storm events, which resulted in very high flows, have been accommodated without any threat of
overflow. The extreme flow handling system has not been called into play, but is available should it ever be
needed.
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An objection was raised about the location of the Little Harbor/Atlantic Avenue Sewer expansion project
staging area on Jerusalem Road. This objection resulted in an appeal to the ZBA of a decision by the Town’s
Building Inspector which allowed the location of the staging area. The appeal was denied by the ZBA. The
project staging area was screened and site trailers were painted to make the temporary structure less
obtrusive. The central location of the staging area has provided significant benefit to the project and to
expediting construction work.

Inflow and infiltration (I/1) flow monitoring work in prior years was expanded upon during 2008. Evidence of
peak flows to the treatment plant during 2007 flood events in Jacob’s Meadow provided direct evidence of
freshwater influences to the proximate sewer system. Since prior mainline sewer restoration work has
enhanced pipe integrity, service rehabilitation was targeted as the next step to help reduce I/l influences. The
Commission has worked with Town Counsel to formulate a temporary license procedure to allow the Town to
upgrade such services which are on private property. The Commission anticipates working with a few select
sites in this area to act as service upgrade demonstration projects. These demonstration sites are anticipated
to be implemented in early 2009 with wide-spread upgrade procedures being applied there-after. Other flood
prone areas will be addressed after the Jacob’s Meadow area is complete.

At the direction of the Sewer Commission, an analysis of historical flows and loadings by the consulting
engineer, Coughlin Environmental Services, concluded in December that capacity existed for an additional 56
EDU’s (Equivalent Dwelling Units) to be connected to the Central Sewer District. The Commission had been
maintaining a “waiting list” for additional connections and will be contacting listed entities in early 2009 for
allocation of these additional EDU’s. Many of these additional EDU’s are anticipated to help enhance re-
development and new development activities within the Town Center.

John Beck, Chairman
Sean Cunning, Vice Chairman
Wayne Sawchuk, Clerk
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2008 REPORT OF THE COHASSET HISTORICAL COMMISSION

The Cohasset Historical Commission submits with pleasure the annual report of projects worked on during
2008 for the Town of Cohasset.

According to the by-laws of the Commonwealth, “Local Historical Commissions are an important part of
municipal government in Massachusetts. They are responsible for community-wide historic preservation
planning. Historical Commissions advise elected officials and other boards on historic preservation issues,
including zoning changes, the re-use of municipally owned historic buildings, and master planning or
preservations of historic landscapes.” (Taken from Massachusetts Historical Commission summary sheet)

Inventory Forms- Over 2000 historical properties in Cohasset have been inventoried and forms placed on file
with the Massachusetts Historical Commission. All inventory listings can be accessed on-line by going to the
Massachusetts Historical Commission website and going to “Search the MACRIS Database.” Copies of the
inventory forms are also available at the Paul Pratt Library and at the Historical Society’s Pratt Building. This
past year, MHC developed the policy that the photos for the inventory can be digitally transmitted to the
State. This has helped to cut our expenses. Also, as a result of this change, we have been able to help the
Assessor’s office update their computerized property file.

National Register of Historic Places - The following properties and districts in Cohasset are listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.

Caleb Lothrop House, Summer Street (1976)

Government Island Historic District, Lighthouse Lane (1994)
Cohasset Common Historic District (1978, 1996)

Josephine M Hagerty House, Atlantic Avenue (1997)
Central Cemetery, Joy Place (2003)

Bates Ship Chandlery/Maritime Museum, Elm Street (2003)
Captain John Wilson House, EIm Street (2003)

Pratt Building, South Main Street (2006)

Many other properties in town are eligible to be listed on the National Register. There was an inquiry about
the historical significance of Woodside Cemetery. Upon further research, it was determined not to be eligible.

“State or federally involved” projects - We received communication concerning a marine archaeological survey
for the Hull Offshore Wind Power Project in Hull. We also received communication on the documentation to
be submitted to MHC to be used to determine the possible historical impact of the installation of the wind
turbines at Crocker Lane.
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2008 Report of the Cohasset Historical Commission Continued

Local Involvement —

1. Government Island National Register site. The Historical Commission has a vested interest in this
site and wants to keep this property historically correct. Thanks to the DPW, the area is cleared of weeds and
mowed. We are working on the final phase at the Minot’s Ledge Light Replica, which includes signage. In
January, the New England Lighthouse Lovers (NELL) visited the site. People from all over New England
were able to tour the Replica and visit the Light Keeper’s House. We all learned more about the workings of
the lighthouse from Doug Bingham of the American Lighthouse Foundation. Next year (2010) celebrates the
150" anniversary of the lighting of Minot’s Ledge Lighthouse.

2. A member of the Historical Commission has been serving on the Town Hall Restoration Committee.
David Farrag, chairman of the Town Hall Committee, presented the various plans for the Town Hall at our
September meeting. We voted to send a letter of support to the MHC concerning funding through the
Massachusetts Historic Tax Credit Project.

3. We were advised of the plans for the 40B housing project at 25 Ripley Road. This property is on the
State inventory listing.

4. In conjunction with the Cohasset Historical Society, we reviewed Cohasset’s
connection to Abraham Lincoln with a representative from the Boston Globe in preparation for Lincoln’s 200"
birthday celebration in 2009.

5. During the Cohasset Art Festival, we sold “1-4-3” Minot Light T-shirts, sweatshirts, license plates and
tote bags. We have inventory in both youth and adult sizes. The proceeds from these sales are used towards
work on the Replica.

As the town goes forward, Cohasset Historical Commission feels strongly that we need to be involved with the
long-range planning of our very historic and picturesque town. In order to look and plan for the future it is
necessary to study the past.

We thank the various town departments and committees that have helped and supported our goals. The
Commission meets each month except during July and August. Meeting schedules are posted on at Town
Clerk’s office at Town Hall.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rebecca Bates-McArthur, Chairman
David Wadsworth, Secretary
Marilyn Morrison

Nathaniel Palmer

Hamilton Tewksbury
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2008 REPORT FOR THE COMMITTEE ON TOWN HISTORY

This December just in time for Christmas sales, Cohasset’s sixth history book was published, Exploring Historic
Cohasset by Jacqueline Dormitzer. It is an eighty-page guidebook, printed four-color process throughout on
coated paper with a mechanical wire-o binding which allows the book to lie flat for easy reference. It features
ten walking and driving tours around Cohasset with brief descriptions about the historical sites on the tours.
There is a brief Cohasset history at the end of the book. Kimberlee Alemian designed the guide. The price is an
affordable $15.

All funding was provided by our book account. Sales outlets are primarily Buttonwood Books and the
Cohasset Historical Society with books available from the Town Clerk’s Office.

The Cohasset Mariner, as in the past, helped in promoting this new publication by running several articles
about the new publication including a retrospective of the Town’s history publications produced by the
Committee on Town History. All the history books produced by the committee with the Town of Cohasset as
publisher are the three companion narratives by E. Victor Bigelow, Bert Pratt and Jackie Dormitzer and the two
anthologies edited by Jackie Dormitzer. All these books are registered with the Library of Congress and have
been assigned ISBN numbers so that they can be identified on the web. The books have been designed so that
they make a compatible set on a bookshelf.

The Committee on Town History will continue to remain active helping with the marketing of our books at
the Village Fair and Art Show. There has been some discussion about publishing a history of the Native
Americans in Cohasset.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Hamilton, Chairman
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2008 ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE PAUL PRATT MEMORIAL LIBRARY

The use of the Paul Pratt Memorial Library continued to grow and change with the times in FY2008. Checkouts
of books, DVDs, new audio book formats and other materials increased by 7% from FY2007. We have
expanded our resources to include more access to electronic sources, many of which are available from our
web site. Our public computer terminals are more popular than ever, and the hits on our website
(cohassetlibrary.org) reached 1.57 million, up 43% in the past year. The website is constantly being enriched,
and a committee of staff and trustees succeeded in making it even more user-friendly than before.

The Children’s Program, under the leadership of Children’s Librarian Sharon Moody, continues to attract large
numbers of children and their parents; attendance at the 135 story hours, summer programs and reading
groups was up 18% from last year. For adults, we sponsored 69 events, administered by Reference Librarian
Gayle Walsh, including films, author talks and book discussion groups. The Friends of the Cohasset Library
funded and assisted in staffing most of these efforts. Our second town wide reading program, “Cohasset
Reads Together,” also was sponsored and funded by The Friends, and a third program is in the works for
FY2009. The Friends, collaborating with the staff, expanded the outreach effort, with Melody Maurer joining
Marjie Murphy to read and deliver books at Sunrise and Golden Living. Carolyn Coffey was elected the new
chair of the Friends when Gail Flynn chose to step down after many years of service.

The Cohasset Library Trust, Inc., established in 2006 to manage and help grow the library’s endowment,
received a $100,000 gift from the South Shore Music Circus. To honor this generous donation, the Trust will
invite an eminent author to lecture for the benefit of the entire Town. This year, endowment income
contributed $32,748 to the operating budget.

The library was pleased to receive three more grants this year. The Net Lender grant was one again awarded
to our library, because we loaned more materials than we borrowed. A second South Shore Music Circus grant
of $10,000 helped us buy a self-checkout station to let patrons check out materials independently, and a
$2500 grant from the LSTA is funding a preservation survey of our historic materials.

We chose to install a RFID (Radio Frequency ldentification) system for all our library materials that will
automate both check-out and inventory, saving valuable staff time and providing security as our circulation,
services and number of visitors expand.

Our Director and our staff continue to provide an environment that promotes reading, learning and
community activities seven days a week. We thank the town government and our loyal patrons for their

support.

Respectfully submitted,

Stacey Weaver, Chair Rodney Hobson Sarah Pease
Elizabeth Baker Marylou Lawrence Barbara Power
Sheila Evans Agnes McCann Patience Towle
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2008 REPORT OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION
It gives us great pleasure to report to residents, the activities of their Recreation Commission for 2008.

2008 marked a major transition for the Recreation Department. John (Jack) M. Worley retired after 32 years
as Cohasset’s first Recreation Director.

To put into words what Jack has meant to the town for over 32 years would not do him justice. His work
started in a tiny office in the old wing of Town Hall in 1976 taking over a few programs that were run by
volunteers to where it stands today as a model of efficiency admired by other communities.

His work attributes are too numerous to mention although his dedication and his kindness to others are
unsurpassed. His fight to keep this ‘non-essential’ service alive in Cohasset through tough fiscal times inspired
all those who knew him and worked for him. He has left his mark on all the programs he had his hand on from
the summer program to the youth soccer and basketball programs.

His insight and input were invaluable over the years on all aspects of recreation in Cohasset. He championed
the efforts to transform the old highway garage into a teen center for middle school students.

It is to this extent that not only Cohasset is indebted to his lifelong passion but the entire recreation world
should applaud him for his efforts. If a man’s life can be measured by the number of people he has an
influence on, then Jack has no equal.

It is also with distinct pleasure that we are able to report that James (Ted) E. Carroll, Jr. was engaged May 1,
2008 as Director of Recreation.

Ted has been associated with the Cohasset, Hingham and Hanover Recreation Departments during the past 26
years. As a resident of Cohasset, Ted began working for Cohasset Recreation part time, while still in High
School. Ted’s involvement with the Cohasset Recreation has ranged from Sports Coordinator, Summer
Playground Director, to elected Commissioner.

Having spent 13 years with Hingham Recreation Department, he most recently was the Recreation
Administrator for the town of Hanover. As our newly appointed Director, Ted brings with him years of
experience in other communities, coupled with a firm grasps and understanding of Cohasset’s Recreation
operations.

Several new initiatives the Department has taken on include a new website www.cohassetrec.com. This
website and the online registration tool will make us more efficient and streamline registrations.

During the past few months we have also increased our efforts to transform the Teen Center/Garage into a full
time Recreation Center. With this endeavor, will be our ability to offer a variety of programs and services at
the facility, while also functioning as a teen center for Cohasset youngsters.
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During the year, approximately 4,000 individuals of all ages participated in a variety of structured programs,
activities and events. While budget restrictions persist, our latitude of use of the Revolving Account Fund for
100% Self-Supporting Programs are continuing under this financial mechanism causing no impact upon
taxpayers. In fact, via the Recreation Commission’s policy to charge an Administrative Service Fee charge to all
R.A.F. sponsored programs, taxpayers are reimbursed for the cost of the recreation budget. That is, revenues
produced via Administrative Service Fee’s, coupled with budget sponsored program fees, service fees and
charges helps reimburse taxpayers for the budget of their Recreation Commission. Only revenue on deposit in
the General Fund can be considered recapitalization revenue.

During Fiscal Year 2008, ending June 30, 2008 the Recreation Commission produced for the General Fund
$98,385.62. Over $5,000.00 was produced for use by the Commission via grants and matching grant funds and
donations. Concurrently, $31,926.96 was transacted via Revolving Account Funds for 100% Self-Supporting
programs via fees charged participants for a variety of services. Approximately another $300,000.00 was
transacted via other and direct self-supporting financial systems during F.Y. 2008, manifesting over
$435,000.00 of recreational services to residents. These figures do not include the thousands of man-hours
that are annually donated by hundreds of residents, in support of a variety of program operations.

Due to the financial difficulties town government faces during Fiscal Year 2008/2009, the Recreation
Commission continues to stay about 75% self-supporting via revenue dedicated to the General Fund of the
Town only. Via fee charges and administrative service fees to contractors to the Commission our intent will be
to recapitulate about 75% of our budget costs back to taxpayers. It is our intent to do this with as little financial
impact upon users of our services as possible.

Municipal recreation is for the benefit of all residents and we continue to direct our efforts towards assurance
of equal access and opportunity to the entire community. To this end, a specific and calculated portion of
revenue was not collected this year from residents who were temporarily unable to pay full fee charges for
services. In many instances time was volunteered in lieu of full fee payments, benefiting the department and
participants of programs.

We continue our effort to increase the number and types of programs offered. Many of the programs will be
made available via contracted services thru our Revolving Account Fund for 100% Self —Supporting Services.
Via this method, the per capita fee collected will be collectively utilized to operate the programs financially,
while 15% of the gross revenue collected will be deposited back to the General Fund of the Town, hence, back
to tax payers.

Programming represents only one aspect of the responsibilities, duties, and functions as prescribed and
conferred upon the Recreation Commission by both Massachusetts General Laws and By-Laws of the Town.
Continuing efforts are focused upon upgrading and renovating existing outdoor recreational facilities under
jurisdiction of the Commission. Often times these undertakings are coordinated via a lending of both public
and privately solicited resources and efforts, easing taxpayers’ burden.
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Numerous town departments and officials have continued to support our effort in this area for which we
remain enormously grateful. Further, we remain indebted to many private and civic groups for their
magnanimous efforts and resources. Via the efforts of the Cohasset Basketball Boosters Club and Cohasset
Soccer Club, the community is well served beyond the operations of sports programs only.

The seven member, elected board of the Recreation Commissioner’s, volunteer their services to the Town and
department meeting regularly in order to discuss a wide-spectrum of topics relative to the leisure needs and
pursuits of all residents. Further, the Commissioner’s establish policy, and provide departmental direction,
support, and assistance. Each meeting is publicly posted at least one week prior to date and residents are
cordially invited to attend and participate in any meeting. Essential to our proper function, and absolutely vital
towards success, is the ability to remain responsive to the dynamic Community needs. We consider your input
and feedback our most important source of guidance.

Degree of community interest and support for recreational and leisure-time services can directly be measured
by two essential factors. First and most logically, interest is measured by the level of participation by residents
in various services. Secondly and perhaps as important, interest and support is readily recognizable by the
extraordinary numbers of volunteers who donate their time, effort and expertise in conduct with a number of
our programs, events and activities. Cohasset is indeed very fortunate to have many extremely talented
residents willing to lend a hand and share their particular expertise.

The Recreation Commission wishes to acknowledge gratitude to the many individuals, civic and business
organizations, school and sport’s groups, Town boards, committees and departments who have lent their
support and assistance in our efforts to best serve the recreational and leisure needs of residents of all ages.
While too numerous to mention each by name, none are forgotten and all are sincerely appreciated and
thanked.

Respectfully yours,

James H. Richardson, Chairman
Lillian M. Curley, Vice-Chairperson
Lisa L. Lojacono, Secretary

Abigail H. Alves

Anthony J. Carbone

Daniel J. Martin

Roseanne M. McMorris

James E. Carroll, Jr., Director
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GOVERNMENT ISLAND ADVISORY COMMITTEE — 2008 ANNUAL REPORT

The Island’s 62™ birthday — 2008. The Town through the Board of Selectmen bought the Island — 7.4 acres —
from the Government for $29,000.00 or about, $3,900.00 per acre. The area consists of ledge woods,
shoreline and graded areas to be used by the fisherman, sailing club members, townspeople (YOU) and visitors
to the Town.

Our activities throughout the year call for sporadic meetings to discuss/solve a current question. This meeting
schedule may change.

The normal maintenance of the Island goes on with good cooperation between Carl Sestito, DPW
Superintendant, his crew and the GIAC.

Please, as we have said many times, take some time to visit the area with your family. Enjoy it, absorb it, and
drink in some history that is right here in your harbor — your backyard.

Respectively submitted,
Hamilton T. Tewksbury, Chairman
Constance M. Ashfar

Lorren S. Gibbons, Harbormaster
Rebecca Bates-McArthur
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2008 COHASSET TOWN HALL RESTORATION AND RENOVATION COMMITTEE

The committee had a busy year in 2008. The committee completed and presented the feasibility study that
was procured by the town with funds from the Community Preservation Committee. The feasibility study
included a historic, building code, electrical, structural analysis of the old portion of the town hall. The
committee also sent out a questionnaire to the town hall employees who work in the old section. After
interviews and investigations, plans were created to update, restore, and renovate the town hall. The current
hall suffers from extreme distress due to deferred maintenance. Bathrooms are not functional, windows are
broken, most all systems are past their useful life, the hall has no sprinkler system, and there is little use of the
auditorium which used to be used for banquets, meetings, and other uses in the past.

The committee with the assistance of the Architect Carr, Lynch and Sandell created two different plans for
design to restore and renovate the town hall. Plan A was to keep the hall generally the same but due to the
current configuration. Due to the tresses on the 2" floor the it severely limited functionality of space and does
not solve handicap access issues. Plan B was to put the town offices on the 1** floor and Auditorium on the 2"
floor. This would allow for increased and functional office space, bathrooms the addition of a much needed
meeting room. The auditorium would be easier to install cable television cameras and a studio. A small
kitchen would be placed in the basement and an extra room for town hall record storage would be created.
Copies and plans of the feasibility study are available in the Library, Town Clerk’s Office, Selectman’s office and
the Cohasset Historical Society for the public to review. The Town Hall Restoration and Renovation Committee
voted unanimously for Plan B. The Selectman also voted 4-0 with one abstention for Plan B as well.

The Committee in the Spring of 2008 applied and received $300,000 in funds from the Community
Preservation Committee to begin restoration and renovation for the outside of the Hall. This is subject but not
limited to the windows, gutters, chimney, pilasters and drainage. These were immediate needs that will not
interfere with any future construction inside the hall. It was learned through the feasibility process that the
gutters were undersized (they were residential size being used for commercial) and emptied pushing water
into the foundation and the basement when flooding occurs. Plans for these restorations were created
especially for the windows in which a full restoration will occur. Due to their historic nature, the windows
were schematically designed so that the winning bidder would have a specific set of plans for restoration that
would be performance based (meaning the windows will be able to last for decades). A set of those plans are
at the Selectman’s office and the Cohasset Historical Society (for future generations when updating needs to
occur). The winning bidder for this project was Campbell Construction which had previously completed
historic renovation projects on the Martha’s Vineyard Edgartown Lighthouse as well as other historic
properties.

As a part of this process, history regarding the hall has been uncovered. All the windows have been dated as
to their installation. All are either the originals from 1857 or from the 1928 renovation. Additionally, different
architectural features were discovered as well as a digested report from the town hall reports for every which
is listed in the historical section of the study.

220



In the Special Town Meeting in November, a resolution was presented to allow the Selectman to accept grants,
tax credits and monies for the furtherance of this project. The resolution was passed unanimously. While only
a resolution it was important to get approval from the town for the grant process. While the financial world
has changed due to the world economic crisis in the Fall, there are still funding authorities that the committee
will continue to apply to in 2009.

For 2009 the committee will see through the restoration and renovation of the outside which is continuing
through Spring of 2009 and will file the necessary paperwork with Federal, Commonwealth and Non-Profits for
grants, tax credits and monies to see the project through.

David H. Farrag, Chairman
Werner Diekman

Donna McGee

Lisa Pratt

David Wadsorth

221



SOUTH SHORE REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
2008 COHASSET TOWN REPORT

On Wednesday, September 4™, 2008, Charles D. Homer began his first full year as Superintendent-Director,
welcoming 587 students including 165 for the class of 2012. South Shore continues to offer quality vocational
technical education to the Towns of Cohasset, Scituate, Norwell, Hanson, Hanover, Whitman, Rockland and
Abington for the past four decades.

This year South Shore had 27 seniors qualify for the John and Abigail Adams Scholarships for scoring in the top
25% of their class. As educational demands continue to soar, so do the program offerings to keep in line with
economic trends. South Shore students continue to excel in meeting state and national vocational and
academic standards before them. As technology continues to change, so must the technical offerings in order
to better prepare students to become successful in their communities.

Extracurricular activities continue to expand each year. Approximately 50% of the student population
participates in an athletic or extracurricular activity each year. Our Drama Club continues to offer a Dinner
Theater presentation each spring with sellout seating. As well, out athletic teams continue to compete at state
level competitions in various sports each season.

The Commonwealth’s School Building Assistance is continuing to work with us in order to replace our roof and
windows. The estimated cost of this project is projected to be $2.5 million dollars for a building that opened in
1962. As we become more involved in this construction project, we will be meeting with local officials in or
eight member communities.

The South Shore School District is represented by eight appointed School Committee members from each
town’s Selectmen’s Office:

Robert Heywood, Chairman — Hanover Robert Molla — Norwell

Gerald Blake, Vice Chairman — Rockland James Rodick — Hanson

John Manning — Scituate Kenneth Thayer — Cohasset
Daniel Salvucci — Whitman Lenwood Thompson — Abington

Currently 2 students from the Town of Cohasset will graduate this June 5
John Emanuello
Nicholas Silvia

South Shore would like to thank our eight member towns for their continued support over the years. Our goal
will be to continue to train students to be life-long career technical students who in turn will be successful back
in their own communities. We understand the importance of fiscal responsibility in our district, especially in
tough economic times and we will work with our member communities and continue to offer the best
vocational opportunities possible.

Respectfully submitted,

Kenneth E. Thayer

Town Representative

South Shore Regional School District Committee
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ANNUAL TOWN REPORT
2008
COHASSET PUBLIC SCHOOLS

“Where the mission is to continue the commitment to excellence”

Teaching and learning are what great schools are all about. The focus of the Cohasset Public Schools
continues to be on the classroom and maximizing student performance. The goal is to maintain the overall
strength of the school system while recognizing continued local and general economic challenges.

Despite these difficult fiscal times, our students are doing very well by a wide variety of quantitative
measures. Indicators of progress this past year include:

- SAT (mean increases) over 1 year
Verbal scores from 549 to 557
Math scores from 562 to 581
Writing scores from 560 to 566

- District AYP ELA
From 94.4 (2007) to 94.3 (2008)
District AYP MATH
From 89.8 (2007) to 90.5 (2008)

We are very proud of all of our students and their outstanding academic accomplishments. We
appreciate a hard working student body, supportive parents, a dedicated faculty and staff and a School
Committee committed to maintaining high standards. Together we can:

- Challenge all students to Proficiency and Beyond
- Close Achievement Gaps Where They Exist and
- Function as a Professional Learning Community

In the Fall, many members of the class of 2008 found themselves heading to some of the most
prestigious colleges and universities in the country. They are a credit to the Cohasset community.

The school department is most appreciative of the continued fiscal support of the Cohasset
community. The community support is needed more than ever if we are to reduce class size, remain current in
the curriculum, and prepare students with 21 century skills. A special note of thanks to the Cohasset
Education Foundation, the Parent Student Organization and the various Booster clubs, who supported our
budget in so many ways this past year. You provided the support and the resources that enabled us to meet or
surpass the high expectations we set in 2008.
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We recognize this year a number of retirees from the Cohasset Public Schools who have moved on to
the next phase of their lives. Retiring after 35 years of service in education, with 6 years to the children of
Cohasset, as an English teacher and Spinnaker Advisor is Ms. Christine Berman. Also retiring after 24 years of
service as a guidance counselor at the elementary and high school level is Mr. Edward Leonard. After 26 years
of service as a High School Science teacher and Department Head is Mr. David Magnussen. Joining him in
retirement after 19 years of service as an English Language Arts teacher at the Deer Hill and Middle Schools is
Mrs. Nancy Magnussen. And finally, after 37 years of service at Deer Hill is Joan Cassiani. We congratulate
them all and wish them well.

Our children are the future of our community. We hope to continue to partner with the Cohasset
community to meet the educational needs of all of our children as together we accomplish our mission to
“continue the commitment to excellence.”

Respectfully submitted
Denise M. Walsh, Ed.D.

Superintendent of Schools

Individual building reports for 2008 will follow from the principal of Osgood, Deer Hill, and Cohasset Middle-
High School.
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ANNUAL TOWN REPORT
2008
DEER HILL SCHOOL

As the year 2009 begins, the Deer Hill School Community looks forward to continuing toward
achievement of our goals in the Cohasset Public Schools 2004-2009 Strategic Plan. The spring and fall of 2008
were very exciting times for us at Deer Hill. As of October 1, 2008, enrollment at Deer Hill School was 356
students, an increase of 6 students from the same date in the previous year. Class sizes ranged from 19 to 25
in sixteen classrooms, grades three, four, and five. Teaching and support staff remained consistent with the
prior year with two notable exceptions: Mrs. Joan Cassiani retired in June, 2008 after thirty-seven years of
dedicated service and Mrs. Katherine Penwell joined our fifth grade team. Mrs. Kathryn Brooks was hired for
the role of Math Specialist for both Deer Hill and Osgood Schools.

We join the district in promoting our commitment to excellence in all aspects of teaching and learning.
Our faculty has enjoyed extensive professional development in inquiry-based science education, writing
instruction, elementary level mathematics instruction, and interactive white board (“Promethean Board”)
technology. We have strengthened our literacy program by organizing all resources available to our students
and teachers in one central location under the supervision of our Literacy Specialist. Materials are now
available to fit a number of literacy functions in an easily accessed format, and our collection of mentor texts
and leveled classroom sets continues to grow.

In the spring of 2008 Deer Hill School was a recipient of a competitive grant from the Massachusetts
Department of Education to promote instruction for students who are Gifted and Talented. We were able to
send a team of teachers and one administrator to the University of Massachusetts in Boston to study Gifted
and Talented Education in a graduate level course. One outcome of that training was a plan for an objective,
multi-facted system of identification of students who would benefit from specialized instruction. Another
outcome was the expansion of our schoolwide enrichment program, EMC?, to promote pedagogy consistent
with Gifted and Talented Education. Many new programs have been designed to continue from fall to spring,
allowing students the opportunity to delve deeply into an area of strong interest. Our enrichment programs
fall within three broad areas of learning standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks: Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), Humanities (including literature and visual arts), and Civics
and Government (including Student Leadership and Community Service). Favorites from prior years, such as
Great Books and Studio Art, are still available. Others, including Chemical Reactions, School Newspaper, and
Drama, have become new student favorites.

We continue to enjoy tremendous support from the Deer Hill School community and the Cohasset
community at large. In the spring we received extensive funding from the Cohasset Education Foundation for
a Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) lab. This exciting learning environment —
complete with laboratory furniture, inquiry based science kits, scientific equipment, and state of the art
technology — has kindled a passion for science in our students that textbook-based instruction can’t match.
Our teachers enjoy using the digital presenters purchased for us by the CEF every day in a wide variety of ways.
Our generous PSO has sponsored outstanding enrichment programs for our students, including multicultural
musical presentations, scientific exploration, and historical re-enactments. We are continuously grateful to
our Deer Hill PSO for their sponsorship of so many enrichment programs, fundraising, teacher grants,
volunteer coordination, and staff recognition. Our parents and guardians have come out in droves to support
our students’ academic, artistic, musical, and dramatic efforts.
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In order to inform our instructional practices and programming decisions, we continue to implement a
comprehensive assessment system. We assess our students in major subject areas using formal and informal
measures regularly throughout the year in order to be current in our understanding of student learning needs.
We also participate with districts across the state in the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System
(MCAS). In 2008, Deer Hill MCAS scores were once again above the state average in all three grade levels in all
subject areas and the district once again made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) as defined by the Department
of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE, formerly DOE). In grade three, 2008 scores reported 75% in
Above Proficient or Proficient in Reading and in Mathematics, 68% were either Above Proficient or Proficient.
In grade four, 73% of students scored in the Advanced or Proficient category in English Language Arts (ELA) and
65% of the students scored in either Advanced or Proficient in Mathematics. In grade five, 80% of students
scored in the Advanced or Proficient category in ELA, 77% in mathematics, and 80% in Science and Technology.
Overall, these scores represent the steady progress Deer Hill students are making as they achieve the rigorous
learning standards of the Massachusetts State Curriculum Frameworks.

As we move forward, we are mindful of our responsibility to promote in our students those skills
necessary for success in the twenty-first century. Among the most important of these are communication,
creativity, critical thinking, problem solving, self-direction, and information skills. We look forward to a
renewal of our History and Social Sciences Curriculum and the examination of updated textbooks. We will
revise our report card to reflect the performance criteria and learning standards that form the heart of our
instruction. In the spirit of continuous improvement, we are reframing our academic program planning to
reflect levels of rigor and relevance found in world-class elementary level programs. Our students and staff
will continue to work together in an environment that exemplifies respect for one another in a professional
learning community. Under the leadership of our Superintendent and School Committee, and with the strong
support of our Curriculum and Instruction Director, Student Services Director, Business Manager, Facilities
Director, Technology Coordinator and our parent and community groups, we will continue our commitment to
excellence at the Deer Hill School.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer deChiara, Ph.D.
Principal, Deer Hill School
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ANNUAL TOWN REPORT
2008
JOSEPH OSGOOD SCHOOL

The Joseph Osgood School celebrated the 10™ anniversary of its opening in September! A festive Open
House for parents was planned with a video of 420 children singing and celebrating in their party hats! We
have much to celebrate at the Osgood—a beautiful facility, up-to-date curriculum and instructional materials,
a highly qualified staff, and supportive parents.

Our school community successfully worked together in 2008 to achieve the goals of our School
Improvement Plan. Efforts to improve communication led to an increased number of informational programs
for parents in the areas of curriculum and assessment, student behavior, and district policies. In collaboration
with the Deer Hill School, our reading specialist and members of the faculty presented a program to inform
parents about assessments and how they are used to plan instruction. District school psychologists presented
a program for parents to promote positive student behaviors, and adjustment counselors planned an
additional evening event with the Character Education Committee to discuss the new district Bullying Policy.
Parent forums and coffees on other topics of interest were also held during the school year to discuss
curriculum and student support services.

Our goal to promote high expectations for all was met through initiatives to meet the individual needs
of students. An assessment plan was implemented that assisted in identifying needs and in planning programs
to challenge each student to work according to his/her potential. Osgood faculty enthusiastically implemented
a revised Everyday Math program and new science and social studies curricula. Teachers also participated in
professional development activities that supported new programs, writing, and technology. Additional
professional development activities included a focus on how to prepare students for the 21* century.

The importance of 21% century skills will continue to be our focus as Massachusetts looks at new
education reform strategies in a plan developed by educators, business leaders, and civic leaders to prepare
students for a world economy and global society. We are working to provide STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Math) opportunities in the early years that will create excitement and interest for future
generations. Achieve Now is a new interactive technology tool that is being utilized to create that excitement
and interest. It is a hand-held, mobile instructional program that provides enrichment and extends learning.
The generosity of the Cohasset Education Foundation (CEF) has assisted us in providing additional learning
opportunities. Osgood students and staff are greatly benefiting from the donation of a new computer lab and
LCD monitors for classroom computers. We are also enjoying the benefits of curriculum enrichment and
supplemental instructional materials provided through Parent School Organization (PSO) donations.

Progress towards school and district safety goals were met in 2008 with the continued support of the
Cohasset Police in the practice of safety drills. The Department assisted us in planning and following guidelines
for preparedness in the School Safety Plan. Playground safety and student supervision were additional focus
areas along with increased paraprofessional staff training.
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Our goal to meet present and future needs identified by our School Council presented many challenges
as we developed a school budget to maintain services. Tuition funding along with state grant funding have
allowed us to continue to provide a high quality full-day kindergarten program with optimal class size and
excellent instructional materials. Our integrated preschool program for three and four-year-olds continues to
be a great success, and we have developed a Primary Learning Center program for our Cohasset children with
severe special needs. Another program about which we are very excited is the COMPASS Program. We have
reorganized our before and after school program and have increased learning opportunities for participating
children through integrated thematic activities and technology.

We are very proud of our accomplishments and thankful for the support of the community as we
celebrate the first decade in the “new” Osgood School. The Osgood faculty and staff look forward to preparing
our children for the revolutionary changes that will occur in the next decade!

Respectfully submitted
Janet Sheehan, Principal
Joseph Osgood School
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ANNUAL TOWN REPORT
2008
COHASSET MIDDLE-HIGH SCHOOL

The year 2008 was a year of reflection on essential needs for student success for the Cohasset Middle-High
School community, with a “Breaking Ranks II" focus on Middle and High School reform by all staff, a focus on
operational efficiencies and on curriculum review and renewal. In the process, the school saw a number of
accomplishments in 2008, including more academic success for our students, restructuring of the Middle
School, and continued high levels of participation and achievement in co-curricular activities.

The Class of 2008 produced 79 graduates, 100% of whom earned competency determinations according to
Department of Education standards. Eighteen members of the class were recognized as members of the
National Honor Society, twenty-three graduates earned eligibility for the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship
Award. Sixty-five students also earned Stanley Z. Koplik Certificates of Mastery by the Massachusetts
Department of Education for scoring advanced on at least one of their grade 10 MCAS tests and at least
proficient in the other. Further, 91% of the graduating class enrolled in various public and private four-year
colleges and another 4% plan to attend two-year college or preparatory school for a total of 95% of the Class
of 2008 continuing to further their education in some capacity.

Cohasset High School continues to exceed expectations for adequate yearly progress, as defined by the
Massachusetts Department of Education and the federal No Child Left Behind legislation. Our SAT scores
remain highly competitive when compared to surrounding communities, showing gains in overall scores from
previous years. The school offers credit in nine different Advanced Placement electives with our total student
enrollment up 21% from the previous year of 194 students enrolled to 235. Results on AP exams demonstrate
the preparation and success of the 118 students who participated in 194 exams, on which 148 (approximately
76%) were graded to be eligible for college credit. Four students received National Merit Scholarship
commendations in recognition of their performance on the PSAT.

Our students distinguish themselves as they participate in a number of our extra-curricular and co-curricular
activities as well, including athletics, band, chorus, drama, journalism, student council, and community service.
Our programs continue to excel because of the commitment, dedication, and hard work of our students and
staff. Some examples of this include Luke Brewer’s participation in the Massachusetts Art All-State program,
Sarah Trahon’s participation in the South Shore Arts Festival, and numerous pieces of student art from both
the middle and high school for consideration in the prestigious Boston Globe Scholastic Art awards program.
The 7th Annual “Eat Your Art” exhibit was a giant success featuring edible art from grades K-12, and adults
from the community. On the musical side of the arts William Choi was selected for Senior District and SEMSBA
Orchestra along with Lauren Mack and Elizabeth Crawford for SEMSBA Chorus. The band and chorus also
received top honors at the Creative Arts Workshop (CAWS) in New York. The student body, under the
direction of Bryan Marks and Stephanie Moriarty, performed “West Side Story” in the fall, featuring Jennifer
Magruder, lan Porter, Ellie Baumgarten, August Oddleifson, and Andrew Bell. Additionally, both the Cohasset
Middle School and High School participated in the Massachusetts Theater Guild's one act play competitions for
middle and high schools throughout Massachusetts. The Middle School performed "The Ever After" by Nathan
Hartswick, and earned a silver medal. Individual outstanding performance awards were awarded to Trevor
Schramm, Isabelle Robinson, and Robert Nahill. The high school's production of Alan Haehnel's "A Whole New
You" earned State Semi-finalist status with three awards for excellence in acting to Sally Meehan, Ellie
Baumgarten, and Tara Goodwin.

229



Athletically, Cohasset High School ice hockey and girl’s basketball teams qualified for post season tournament
play. The wrestling and swim teams had a number of individuals qualify for state tournament action with
wrestler Steve Hurlbut earning South Sectional finalist and Jack Murphy winning a South Sectional
championship. The boys swim and dive team won the Patriot League. The winter season was highlighted by
the girl’s basketball team winning the South Shore League, South Sectional, and State Championship. Captain
Sammi Lehr was recognized by Fox 25 News as Player of the Year, and Coach John Levangie earned Coach of
the Year recognition from the Massachusetts Basketball Coaches Association. In the spring, Cohasset High
School’s lacrosse teams qualified for the state tournament, with the boy’s team advancing to state finalists.
The team received numerous individual awards and two young men, Charles Czerkawski and Mark Flibbotte
earned High School All-American honors from USA Lacrosse. The boy’s baseball team won the South Shore
League title for the first time in 49 years. In addition, the boy’s and girl’s tennis teams qualified for post season
play, with the girl’s team winning the South Sectional title and coach Gigi Meehan being recognized as the
Boston Globe Coach of the Year.

This past fall, the Cohasset High School girl’s soccer team qualified for the state tournament and enjoyed its
best postseason ever, as they finished as Division 3 South Sectional champions. Coach Deb Beal was
recognized as the Boston Globe Division Il Coach of the Year, and Maggie McGoldrick earned Boston Globe and
Boston Herald All-Scholastic recognition. Maggie, along with Sarah Coggins and Torey Hart were recognized as
Eastern Massachusetts All-Stars. Throughout the year a number of students earned league all-star recognition
and others were recognized as Patriot Ledger All-Scholastic (4 this past fall alone) for their sport. The Athletic
Program distinguished itself by finishing 7th in the Boston Globe All Scholastics Award for Division 4 with a 60%
overall winning percentage in all of our varsity sports.

The school bell rang for the last time for science department head and teacher Dave Magnussen, middle
school English teacher Nancy Magnussen, high school English teacher Christine Berman, and high school
guidance counselor Ed Leonard, who after many years of distinguished service to the Cohasset community,
chose to retire. We wish them well and appreciate their service. A number of staffing changes were made
throughout the summer in preparation for the new school year. We welcomed in 2008, 5 new teachers at the
middle school as well as 3 new teachers and a guidance counselor at the high school who come to us with
outstanding skills. These new staff members join a faculty that numbers 69 to serve the student population at
the Middle-High School where there are currently 310 students in the Middle School and 382 at Cohasset High
School.

Staff members have taken on initiatives for school improvement such as curriculum review and renewal,
differentiated instruction, bully prevention education, and student performance analysis. Dr. John Wands,
joins Ms. Stephanie Wooley by volunteering to assist in the development of future MCAS English Language Arts
and Mathematics tests by the Massachusetts Department of Education, while another staff member, Mrs. Peg
Jordan continues to serve, along with Dr. Wands, as a reader for the AP Spanish and AP English tests
respectively. The school community has further benefited from additional financial support provided by the
Parent School Organization and the Cohasset Education Foundation, whose efforts have enabled the purchase
and expansion of the middle school technology with ActivBoard and ActivStudio hardware and software for a
number of classrooms and continued opportunities for distance learning through Virtual High School. These
initiatives, coupled with the dedicated staff and motivated student body have combined to better prepare our
students with the 21° century skills they will need after they graduate from Cohasset High School.

Respectfully submitted,

Joel Antolini, Principal
Cohasset Middle-High School
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