











2009 Sewer Commission Annual Report

2009 saw the completion of the Little Harbor/Atlantic Avenue and Deep Run/Rust Way sewer
expansion, as well as completion of the treatment plant expansion. Only a few punch list items
and some final paving and landscaping remain for 2010, which will be completed next spring.
The treatment plant, with the new GE membranes, has been performing very well and process
testing continues to refine and optimize operations at the wastewater treatment plant. The
Sewer Commission will be re-assessing wastewater system operations in 2010 to assure all the
expanded system requirements will be met.

The Sewer Commission began an information campaign in 2009 for residents and drain layers
to address the upcoming sewer service connections for the new expansion area. A public
meeting was held in September and individual distribution of Application and Information
Packages were sent to half the new users, and the remainder will be distributed in January
2010. A Project-Wide Conservation Commission filing for sewer connections was completed by
the Sewer Commission to eliminate the need for individual filings with the Conservation
Commission for each service. Service inspections by the Conservation agent will occur for each
application to verify compliance with the system wide Order of Conditions. The application fee
for a sewer service connection to the new low pressure sewer system also includes periodic
inspection and pressure testing of the service. The overall goal is to streamline the connection
process and reduce costs for residents while simultaneously ensuring the quality and integrity
of all low pressure sewer service connections.

It is anticipated that the North Cohasset expansion will consume the remaining capacity
allowed in the Town’s Inter-Municipal Agreement (IMA) with the Town of Hull. A flow meter
has been activated to monitor flows in the main low pressure sewer connection to Hull. Current
flow data indicate that the Town will be close to its flow limit to Hull once the Deep Run/Rust
Way homes have been connected.

The Sewer Commission issued a Grinder Pump Solicitation in 2009 and selected E/One Extreme
series pumps for use in the new sewer expansion area. The solicitation, which included a 5 year
equipment warranty, established a standard for quality and performance and obtained a very
attractive price for the units, including enhanced control panels.

Inflow and infiltration (I/1) system assessments were focused on the Jacob’s Meadow area. A
campaign to replace old clay service piping was initiated in that area. The initial program was
anticipated to be exercised via the Towns existing Little Harbor sewer expansion contractors;
however, construction progress on the expansion spanned the entire construction season. This
pushed service replacement into the 2010 construction season. It is anticipated that an area
wide program will be publicly bid in early 2010 to address the replacement of these antiquated
and leaky service pipes. The Commission has worked with Town Counsel to formulate a
temporary license procedure to allow the Town to upgrade such services which are on private
property. It is also anticipated that a sewer main program of “testing and sealing” will also be



exercised in the spring of 2010 to allow inspection and sealing of sewer collector pipe joints
primarily in the “original sewer” (circa 1978) area of the Town.

The Sewer Commission maintains a “waiting list” for additional connections, and in 2009 the
Commission contacted several of the listed entities for allocation of available capacity. This
allocation was based on a 2008 engineering assessment of flows into the system. Due to
economic conditions and development approval constraints, most of these allocations have not
been used.

In 2010, the Sewer Commission will be continuing a program to assess feasible satellite
treatment options, and to re-assess sewer expansion options for currently non-sewered areas,
especially those within the water supply watershed. Water resource preservation strategies to
maintain stream flows and groundwater recharge blends well with the satellite treatment
option. Recent economic conditions have increased the availability of land parcels for siting
such facilities. The 2010 planning effort will expand past evaluations to identify and define
conceptual solutions for these outlying, non-sewered areas which will provide increased
protection for the Town’s drinking water source and an environmentally sound and
economically feasible option for wastewater disposal.

The Sewer Commission office was relocated in 2009 to the basement of Town Hall. Due to the
expanded size of the sewer system and the anticipated administrative demands, relocation to a
dedicated office space was essential. Diane Hindley, Administrative Assistant to the
Commission, coordinated the move and will be dealing with resident issues and new service
applications from this location. She can be contacted at

781-383-4108.

John Beck, Chairman
Sean Cunning, Vice Chairman
Wayne Sawchuk, Clerk
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2009 REPORT OF THE COHASSET HISTORICAL COMMISSION

The Cohasset Historical Commission submits with pleasure the annual report of projects
worked on during 2009 for the Town of Cohasset.

“Local Historical Commissions are an important part of municipal government in
Massachusetts. We are responsible for community-wide historic preservation planning.
Historical Commissions advise elected officials and other boards on historic preservation issues,
including zoning changes, the re-use of municipally owned historic buildings, and master
planning or preservations of historic landscapes.” (from Massachusetts Historical Commission
by-laws summary sheet). This is different from the Cohasset Historical Society, a local non-
profit society, whose mission is to preserve the history of Cohasset.

National Register of Historic Places - The following properties and districts in Cohasset are
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Caleb Lothrop House, Summer Street (1976)

Government Island Historic District, Lighthouse Lane (1994)
Cohasset Common Historic District (1978, 1996)

Josephine M Hagerty House, Atlantic Avenue (1997)
Central Cemetery, Joy Place (2003)

Bates Ship Chandlery/Maritime Museum, EIm Street (2003)
Captain John Wilson House, Elm Street (2003)

Pratt Building, South Main Street (2006)

Many other properties in town are eligible to be listed on the National Register, either
individually or as part of a Historical District.

Inventory Forms- Over 2100 historical properties in Cohasset have been inventoried and forms
placed on file with the Massachusetts Historical Commission. There are properties from the
late 1600's through the mid 1900’s listed. All inventory listings can be accessed online through
the Massachusetts Historical Commission website and going to “Search the MACRIS Database.”
Copies of the inventory forms are also available at the Paul Pratt Library and at the Historical
Society’s Pratt Building. We give special thanks to David Wadsworth for his time and effort in
keeping these files up to date. He is always finding more areas of town which can be
inventoried.

“State or federally involved” projects - We receive communication concerning any state
projects which may impact a historic area. This year, comments were received from the marine
archaeological survey for the Hull Municipal Lighting Plant Offshore Wind Power Project in Hull.
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Local Involvement —

1. Government Island National Register site. This year, 2010, celebrates the 150™
anniversary of the lighting of the granite Minot’s Ledge Lighthouse. The Historical Commission
has a vested interest in Government Island and wants to keep this property historically correct.
Thanks to the DPW, the area is cleared of weeds and mowed. We are working on signage for
the site and at the Minot’s Ledge Light Replica. We also are looking to develop signage to
emphasize the historic significance of Beacon Rock.

2. The Zoning Board of Appeals asked us to review the plans for the housing project at
25 Ripley Road. This property is on the state inventory listing. We received the site plans, were
able to give some of the history of the building and commented on preserving the character of
this 1880 building.

3. During the Cohasset Day, we sold “1-4-3” Minot Light T-shirts, sweatshirts, license
plates and tote bags. We have inventory in both youth and adult sizes. The proceeds from
these sales are used towards work on the Replica.

4. Minot’s Ledge Light — When the Coast Guard declared that Minot’s Ledge Lighthouse
was surplus property, we were able to meet with a lighthouse preservationist who had advised
the commission in the past. We informed the town that we felt that the Lighthouse, as a
National Register property with high liability, should stay under the control of the Federal
Government and an alliance with other groups in the area be formed to promote the
recreational, educational and cultural impact of the Lighthouse.

5. Meeting House Pond — The Commission met twice with the proponents for the
restoration of the Meeting House Pond, which is part of the Cohasset Common National
Historic District. After our initial discussions, they were also advised to contact the
District Commission and Massachusetts Historical Commission for their advice.

6. Community Preservation Committee - A portion of the CPA funds are allocated for
historic preservation and a member of our Commission sits on the Community Preservation
Committee. Although it is not mandated that the Historical Commission review proposals
before they go to the CPC, we feel strongly that in order to help maintain the historic integrity
of this town, we need to be involved.

As the town goes forward, Cohasset Historical Commission feels strongly that we need to be
involved with the long-range planning of our very historic and picturesque town. In order to
look and plan for the future it is necessary to study the past and know where we are coming
from.
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We thank the various town departments and committees that have helped and supported our
goals. The Commission meets each month except during July and August. Meeting schedules
are posted on at Town Clerk’s office at Town Hall.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rebecca Bates-McArthur, Chairman
David Wadsworth, Secretary
Marilyn Morrison

Nathaniel Palmer

Hamilton Tewksbury
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2009 Report for the Committee on Town History

The six publications produced by the Committee on Town History are still being sold by
Buttonwood Books, the town hall clerk's office, and the Cohasset Historical Society.

Revenues from the book account kept by Mike Buckely exceed $20,000 to be used for reprints
and any other publication that our account can cover without appealing to the town for

additional funding.

The books are offered to the above venues at wholesale prices in order for them to make a
profit, the same mark up as standard book sellers.

The books are offered in small lots, so that unsold inventory will not be tied up.

In addition to the book sellers, the commitee set up a table at the summer art show and sold
several hundred dollars worth of books.

There are no current new titles in production, though there has been some discussion about
researching Indians in Cohasset as a future title.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Hamilton, chair, Committee on Town History January 20, 2010
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2009 ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE PAUL PRATT MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Mission Statement: “The Paul Pratt Memorial Library enriches the Cohasset community by
promoting a love of reading and the pursuit of knowledge. We provide a welcoming
environment in which to read, learn and discover and -- through technology -- a window to the
world beyond.”

Service Statistics At a Glance - FY2009

e 149,299 items loaned out

e 7,046 reference questions answered

e 136,261 visitors to the library

e 79% of Cohasset residents have an active library card

e 2,130,995 hits to the library’s web site

e 9,601 public computer sessions for adults (youth statistics not tracked)
e 158 children’s programs presented to 4,757 participants

e 80 adult programs presented to 1,205 participants

e 2,029 reservations of library meeting room space

FY2009 Operating Budget

Revenue Sources

Municipal Funds $496,189
Gift Account $485
Friends of the Cohasset Library $18,200
State Aid To Public Libraries Grant $10,286
Endowment Trust Income $32,000
LSTA (Library Services & Technology Act) Grant $2,500
Net Lender Grant $6,993
South Shore Music Circus Grant $5,000
*Fees/fines turned over to Town’s General Fund: $17,859.49

Total $571,653
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2009 ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE PAUL PRATT MEMORIAL LIBRARY Continued

Cohasset’s public library is a busy one! The Paul Pratt Memorial Library (PPML) is
ranked the number one top lender per capita of 48 libraries in Southeastern MA, number 4 top
lender in its population group (5,000 - 9,999), and ranks 24 statewide (370 libraries). PPML is
dedicated to offering outstanding resources and programming. The Library is a center for
lifelong learning and a community meeting place where the Trustees and staff work to maintain
an environment of intellectual freedom which welcomes all and satisfies the needs of users of
diverse ages, backgrounds and abilities.

In addition to offering 12 Internet computers for public use, the library’s wireless
environment supports users with laptops. We encourage you to visit the library at 35 Ripley
Road in order to enjoy the amenities of a beautiful facility and welcoming staff. Or, visit our
website at www.cohassetlibrary.org to order books and movies from home and work, reserve
museum passes or meeting room space online, use our online research databases, see listings
of new books and movies and learn about upcoming programs.

Grants

LSTA (Library Services Technology Act) Grant

The library was awarded a $2,500 federal IMLS (Institute of Museum & Library Services) grant
for a Preservation Survey grant. The library’s grant proposal was selected by the MA Board of
Library Commissioners in a competitive grant process.

Net Lender

PPML was awarded a $6,993 Net Lender award by Southeastern MA Library System
(SEMLS). These grant funds, intended to support resource sharing, are awarded to
libraries that loan more library materials than they borrow from other libraries.

South Shore Music Circus Grant

PPML was awarded a $5,000 grant by the South Shore Music Circus to be used for purchasing a
RFID self-checkout station. This was the third SSMC grant awarded to the library for this
project, totaling $25,000. The self-check station will enable patrons to check out library
materials independently.
RFID Implementation

During FY2009, the library began implementing Radio Frequency Identification
technology (RFID). This technology improves the speed and accuracy of most circulation and
shelving functions, facilitating good customer service and minimizing loss of materials. Using a
self-checkout system and RFID, customers can independently check out multiple items at once
and pay fees and fines independently with credit cards. Spending less time on routine tasks
frees library staff to satisfy the more complex information needs of library patrons.
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Information Services and Programming

The Reference Department continues to field reference questions from children to
adults on a variety of subjects. We make use of both print and electronic formats reminding
patrons that they can access databases from home via our library’s website. The Reference
Department will search and place holds on materials not found in our network of libraries.
Other services available through the Reference Department include one-on-one basic computer
classes, reader’s advisory services, and locating information on the internet.

Our outreach program serves homebound Cohasset residents, the Golden Living Center
of Cohasset, and the Sunrise Assisted Living Center of Cohasset. The Reference Department
selects materials, manages, and coordinates with The Friends of the Library delivery of library
materials to those who are unable to visit the library due to illness or disability. The library
offers programs of interest to senior citizens including Posit Science Brain Fitness Program, an
electronic auditory processing and memory exercise program.

Selection of new titles keeps the collection refreshed and balanced. Continual weeding
of the non-fiction and fiction areas of the library helps keep the collection valid and up-to-date.
Our ReadyReads collection provides local book groups with a selection of popular books, in kit
form.

Adult programming includes monthly movies, a book discussion group, author visits,
informative presentations on a variety of subjects, and the Great Decisions discussion program.
The library is thankful to the Friends of the Library and the Cohasset Democratic Town
committee for funding certain programs.

Our third annual town-wide reading event brought residents and scholars together on
the subjects of slavery, freedom, and Cohasset history. Authors Julian Houston and David Blight
visited Cohasset as part of our Cohasset Reads Together event.

We continue to promote library programs through newspapers, library flyers, e-mail
newsletters, and the library’s website. We also collaborate with local groups and organizations,
such as local garden clubs, the senior center, and the Historical Society, to name a few, to offer
interesting adult programs.

Children and Teen Programs & Services

The Children’s Room supports, enriches, and encourages students and families with all
their literacy needs. Children’s programs continued to be very popular and well attended. We
held 158 children’s programs throughout the year with 4,757 in attendance. More than 300
students registered for the statewide summer reading adventure. We offered an online version
of the summer reading program for those students who chose to manage and log their time
and titles in this fashion. The online version also allowed students to write book reviews and to
rate books for publication on the Cohasset summer reading homepage. Our families enjoyed a
magician, a musical concert, a storyteller, live animal shows, and a puppet show. Monday Night
at the Movies was a new addition to summer programming. Newly released family films were
shown on six consecutive Monday evenings.

The Children’s Room offered many literacy events during the year. Story & Craft for
Cohasset residents ages 3-6 is always popular. Music with MamaSteph and Drop In Story Time
draws families from all over the South Shore. We celebrated Family Literacy Month with the
“Toe Jam Puppet Band” and with Drop In Crafts.
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We participated in the Cohasset Reads Together town-wide reading program by
providing each classroom grades K-5 with companion books for their classroom library and
study guides that complemented the CRT theme. We also provided sets of CRT books and
companion books for the Cohasset Middle/High School library.

Our Teen Advisory Board met monthly with Sharon Moody, Children’s Librarian, to
discuss books, school assignments, and to provide feed back on library services to young adults.
One member began a recycling program in the Community Room. We also post the summer
reading lists for grades K-12 on our web site and we have paper copies on hand in the
Children’s Room and the Young Adult Room. Included in a binder are all the private and
independent school summer reading lists that Cohasset students might need.

With continued collaboration with the Cohasset Public School librarians we are able to
select new titles in fiction and nonfiction and provide databases that complement the
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. This collaboration enables our students to readily find
materials necessary for successful school research projects.

Homework Center

The first year of the library’s new Homework Center was a resounding success! Every
Tuesday evening, Cohasset students were invited to drop in to the Homework Center for free
tutoring provided by the members of the Cohasset High School Honor Society. One-on-one
tutoring and homework help, as well as pizza and beverages provided by the Friends of the
Cohasset Library, were appreciated by the many students who took advantage of this service.

Friends of the Cohasset Library
The Friends of Cohasset Library support the library through ongoing fund-raising and advocacy
to provide programming and community outreach services and otherwise make our library
special. In fiscal 2009, the Friends raised over $13,000 through their annual appeal and book
sales. These funds, and more, were invested in our traditional services: children’s and adult
programming, senior citizen outreach and library museum passes that are available for the
public. In addition, the Friends funded a coordinator and refreshments for a new initiative, a
weekly Homework Center where children received homework help from honor society students
free of charge. The Homework Center will be expanded in FY2010 to include a section
exclusively for high school students.

The Friends also provide refreshments at many library functions, volunteers at various
events, and the coffee service for patrons. This year, the Friends and their families prepped,
planted and maintained the center island in the library parking lot to give patrons a wonderful
first impression of the library’s physical space. Finally, the Friends host an annual luncheon to
thank the fabulous and staff and volunteers that make our library a special community
resource.

Members of the Friends board include Carolyn Coffey, Linda Fechter, Gail Flynn, June
Hubbard, Lauren Koncius, Kate Krumsiek, Jill Littlejohn, Marjie Murphy, Charlotte Pfaffmann
and Barbara Wrenn.
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The Cohasset Library Trust, Inc. (CLT)

The Cohasset Library Trust has had a good year. Its mission is to prudently manage the
Trust’s endowment-- the result of gifts to the library for more than100 years, as well as to
grow the endowment for the future benefit of the library.

The Library Trust has an outstanding Investment Advisory Committee (IAC) which meets
quarterly to consider the endowment’s portfolio. During Fiscal Year 2009, the IACs
recommendations resulted in the endowment’s performance beating the appropriate
indexes—even though results were also in the negative as a result of economic conditions.

In the first six-months of 2008, the Library Trustees decided to use the remainder of the
Library Building Fund (now merged into the Library Trust) to replace dangerous carpets in the
library and install a state-of-the-art, RFID, self-checkout system in the library. RFID stands for
radio frequency identification and replaces barcodes as identifiers. In expectation of bills to be
paid for both these projects, the endowment Funds for these two purposes were transferred
into Vanguard Money Market Fund from various other mutual funds in August, 2008. This
preserved the remainder of the Building Fund from the drop in the stock market in late 2008
and early 2009.

Respectfully submitted,

Agnes McCann, Chair
Sheila Evans

Barbara Power
Patience Towle
Sarah Pease

Stacey Weaver
Rodney Hobson
Marylou Lawrence
Roger Lowe
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2009 Report of the Recreation Commission

It is with distinct pleasure that we report the 2009 activities of the Recreation Commission to
residents.

2009 proved to be a landmark year for the commission in a number of areas. Via internal
restructuring, the commission was able to provide the Director of Recreation with a 30 hour per
week Recreation Assistant. On July 1%, 2009 Michael J. Barra was hired by Town Manager
William Griffin as the Department’s first Recreation Assistant. This long overdue addition to the
staff has made possible numerous capabilities for the department and operations that directly
impact residents.

With the new position of Recreation Assistant came new responsibilities for the department.
The Recreation Director, Ted Carroll has formulated a comprehensive field use policy which he
oversees and administers for the Town. While it has created a time consuming duty for the
Director, all sports programs are now better accommodated via finite field use scheduling of
our facilities.

We are now able to offer on-line registrations which are of benefit to all participants. Further,
our up to date website, (www.cohassetrec.com), allows residents to view all of our programs
from home, anytime night or day, as well as the ability to register for programs from home, at
their convenience. From October 2008, thru June 30, 2009, $41,500 was transacted via on-line
registrations. Based upon a full 12 month Fiscal Year and greater familiarity of residents
relative to online registrations, we would anticipate the dollar amount to quadruple in another
year.

This year we were able to offer new and exciting programs and special events and activities.
For example, we conducted our first annual Recreation Fair on Sunday, March 22, 2009. The
Recreation Fair brings together under one roof, a variety of public and private recreational
opportunities and services that are available to Cohasset residents and allows residents to
speak directly to the providers of those services. Further, residents are able to register that day
for summer recreation programs that the department will offer. In October, the Massachusetts
Recreation and Park Association honored the Cohasset Recreation Department with the
Community Outreach Award for our Recreation Fair. The Program Outreach Award was one of
eight awards presented by the MRPA at the annual conference and the award is given for a
“program over and above regular programming that demonstrates a benefit to the
community”. The 2" Annual Recreation Fair will be held on Sunday, March 22" 2010 at the
Deer Hill School.

The old Teen Garage is now a fully programmed Recreation Center from which a multitude of
Recreation Department programs are conducted on a year round basis. Dances and private
parties continue to be held at the Center and rental of the facility remains available.

We are pleased to report that the Cohasset Recreation Department was chosen as a South
Shore Vocational Technical High School project to replace the antiquated heating system with a
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full HVAC system. Once completed in 2010 the new system will allow us to save money and
offer more programs at the site. Special thanks to Ken Thayer, Cohasset Representative to the
SSVT School Committee, Scott Anderson from Anderson Fuel, Glenn Pratt from Suburban
Contract Cleaning.

Recreation is a very dynamic discipline and meeting the ever changing needs of residents of all
ages, a challenge. To this end, we have offered a number of new services this past year
including Summer Xtreme, our Middle school summer program, trips to Red Sox games,
Nantucket Daffodil Days trip, New York City trips, piano lessons, SAT instruction, CPR classes,
expanded Coast Guard Boating Safety programs and Babysitting training.

Our summer concerts on the common series underwent an overhaul this summer and via the
continuing generosity of the South Shore Playhouse Associates and in part from the Cohasset
Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a
state agency, we were able to offer 4 concerts during the summer of 2009. Concerts performed
by a variety of bands were moved to Thursday nights after the Farmer’s Market.

November was a busy month for the Department as we hosted the Department’s first annual
Used Sports Sale and cosponsored the Thanks-for-giving road race. The Used Sports Sale gave
residents the chance to recycle used equipment and or purchase items such as skates and skis.
The proceeds benefited the Recreation Center. In conjunction with the Clark Chatterton
Memorial Fund Committee the Department organized the Thanksgiving Morning 5 k Road Race.
283 runners registered for the race and it was a highly successful run. Special thanks go out to
our sponsors and volunteers.

While Department budget restrictions continue and have become even more curtailing, we are
utilizing our Revolving Account Fund for 100% Self-Supporting services to the maximum. Use of
this Fund not only accounts for all the cost of providing a particular program, but also
contributes a portion of revenue back to the tax payers via deposits in the General Fund of the
Town.

During Fiscal Year 2009, starting July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009 the Recreation Commission
produced for the General Fund $76,708.44. Over $11,000.00 was produced for use by the
Commission via grants and matching grant funds and donations. Concurrently, over $75,000.00
was transacted via Revolving Account Funds for 100% Self-Supporting programs via fees
charged participants for a variety of services. Approximately another $200,000.00 was
transacted via other and direct self-supporting financial systems during F.Y. 2009, manifesting
over $360,000.00 of recreational services to residents. These figures do not include the
thousands of man-hours that are annually donated by hundreds of residents, in support of a
variety of program operations.

Municipal recreation is for the benefit of all residents and we continue to direct our efforts
towards assurance of equal access and opportunity to the entire Community. To this end, a
specific and calculated portion of revenue was not collected this year from residents who were
temporarily unable to pay full fee charges for services. In many instances time was volunteered
in lieu of full fee payments, benefiting the Department and participants of programs.
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Programming represents only one aspect of the responsibilities, duties, and functions as
prescribed and conferred upon the Recreation Commission by both Massachusetts General
Laws and By-Laws of the Town. Continuing efforts are focused upon upgrading and renovating
existing outdoor recreational facilities under jurisdiction of the Commission. Often times these
undertakings are coordinated via a lending of both public and privately solicited resources and
efforts, easing taxpayers’ burden.

The seven member, elected board of the Recreation Commissioner’s, volunteer their services to
the Town and Department meeting regularly in order to discuss a wide-spectrum of topics
relative to the leisure needs and pursuits of all residents. Further, the Commissioner’s establish
policy, and provide Departmental direction, support, and assistance. Each meeting is publicly
posted at least one week prior to date and residents are cordially invited to attend and
participate in any meeting. Essential to our proper function, and absolutely vital towards
success, is the ability to remain responsive to the dynamic Community needs. We consider
your input and feedback our most important source of guidance.

The Recreation Commission would like to thank both Anthony J. Carbone and Lisa L. Lojacono
who served the Town as Commissioners for ten and six years respectively. Their dedication,
time and efforts were greatly appreciated as each brought with them perspectives, insight and
input which was essential towards meeting our goals and objectives.

The Recreation Commission wishes to acknowledge gratitude to the many individuals, civic and
business organizations, school and sport’s groups, Town Boards, Committees and Departments
who have lent their support and assistance in our efforts to best serve the recreational and
leisure needs of residents of all ages. While too numerous to mention each by name, none are
forgotten and all are sincerely appreciated and thanked.

Respectfully yours,

James H. Richardson, Chairman
Daniel J. Martin, Vice-Chairperson
Abigail H. Alves, Secretary

Lillian M. Curley

Kathryn C. Lydon

Roseanne M. McMorris

Andrew P. Quigley

James E. Carroll, Jr., Director
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2009 REPORT OF THE OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

The Open Space Committee, with several new members, worked this year to develop a new

Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP) for the Town of Cohasset. In January, we reviewed the
proposals the Town received from potential consultants and on January 15" the Town signed a
contract with the firm of Beals and Thomas, Inc., (B & T), to work with the Committee on a new
Plan. Money for this purpose came from a grant from the Community Preservation Committee.

The new OSRP will be valid for seven years and will maintain the Town’s eligibility for certain
state grants. It will establish goals for the Town in the areas of open space and recreation and
develop a timetable for tracking progress towards achieving those goals.

In January the Committee distributed a Town-wide survey to assess residents’ opinions about
open space and recreational opportunities in Town. The surveys were mailed with tax bills and
were also available on-line. The Committee also held two public “stakeholder” meetings during
April and a Public Forum in June to gather input from other Town groups and the public.

Using publicly available resources, the Town’s old OSRP, input from the Committee and the
stakeholder and public forums, B & T prepared a draft OSRP in the fall of 2009. The Committee
is in the process of reviewing the draft plan and has submitted sections to other Town
Committees that would be involved in implementation of the plan for their comment. The
Committee will then prepare a final OSRP for the Town.

Sandra T. Durant, Co-Chair

Liam T. O’Connell, Co-Chair

Richard J. Avery, Secretary

James. E. Carroll, Jr., Recreation Director
Deborah A. Shadd

Karen M. Quigley, Board of Selectmen, Liaison
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2009 Annual Report Government Island Advisory Committee

The Island’s 63" birthday — 2009. The Town through the Board of Selectmen bought the Island
— 7.4 acres — from the Government for $29, 000.00 or about, $3, 900.00 per acre. The area
consists of ledge woods, shoreline and graded areas to be used by the fishermen, sailing club
members, townspeople (YOU) and visitors to the Town.

Our activities throughout the year call for sporadic meetings to discuss/solve a current
guestion. This meeting schedule may change. Our Chairman, Hamilton Tewksbury, has been
away from Cohasset much of this year.

The normal maintenance of the Island goes on with good cooperation between Carl Sestito,
DPW Superintendant, his crew and the GIAC.

Please, as we have said many times, take some time to visit the area with your family. Enjoy it,
absorb it, and drink in some history that is right here in your harbor — your backyard.

Respectively submitted,

Connie Afshar

Hamilton T. Tewksbury, Chairman
Lorren S. Gibbons, Harbormaster
Rebecca Bates-McArthur
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2009 COHASSET TOWN HALL RESTORATION AND RENOVATION COMMITTEE

The Committee in the Spring of 2008 applied and received $300,000 in funds from the
Community Preservation Committee to begin restoration and renovation for the outside of the
Hall. This is subject but not limited to the windows, gutters, chimney, pilasters and drainage.
These were immediate needs that will not interfere with any future construction inside the hall.
It was learned through the feasibility process that the gutters were undersized (they were
residential size being used for commercial) and emptied pushing water into the foundation and
the basement when flooding occurs. Plans for these restorations were created especially for
the windows in which a full restoration will occur. Due to their historic nature, the windows
were schematically designed so that the winning bidder would have a specific set of plans for
restoration that would be performance based (meaning the windows will be able to last for
decades). A set of those plans are at the Selectman’s office and the Cohasset Historical Society
(for future generations when updating needs to occur). The winning bidder for this project was
Campbell Construction which had previously completed historic renovation projects on the
Martha’s Vineyard Edgartown Lighthouse as well as other historic properties.

Construction was performed and completed during the 2009 year which took up most of the
time from the board members. The chimney which had paint on it was fully restored and re-
pointed. The pilasters were taken off and re-secured. The front overhang of the old town hall
was warped on the top due to water infiltration and was fully replaced and restored. The
windows were meticulously removed taken off-site and restored. Each window pane was
removed and numbered so it could be put back in its proper position. The window panes were
reglazed and the sashes were restored. New chains and mechanisms were installed so that the
windows would open and shut properly. The new gutters were ordered and replaced the old
ones which were not the correct size for this building. The construction had to schedule its
time and equipment as not to interfere with the Art Festival and accommodations were made
so that there would be no interruption with the townspeople’s ability to order the famous
strawberry shortcakes from the 2" Congregational Church during the Art Festival Weekend.
The final punch list was being completed at the end of 2009.

We would also like to thank Werner Diekman who resigned as a member of the Committee for
his assistance and oversight during the construction process.

David H. Farrag, Chairman
Lisa Pratt, Vice-Chairman
Werner Diekman

Donna McGee

David Wadsorth

173



SOUTH SHORE REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
2009 COHASSET TOWN REPORT
During the 2009 year, many challenges and much change have taken place at the South Shore
Regional Vocational School. With the fiscal outlook being a serious concern, the staff and
communities have pulled together to see that all students attending South Shore receive the
best possible vocational education that can be delivered.

On June 5, 2009, 2 graduates from Cohasset received diplomas and shop certificates at the
South Shore Music Circus. The following students graduated:
John Emanuello Nicholas Silvia

Currently, 2 students from the Town of Cohasset are scheduled to graduate on June 11, 2010.
Todd Emanuello John Plante

During the summer recess, facilities upgrades took place in our science lab and cosmetology
shop. The parking lot was paved. Exterior doors were upgraded and the usual painting and
cleaning took place as well. With a building now 47 years old, maintenance issues are planned
on a regular basis. Also scheduled on the horizon, with voter approval, will be the replacement
of the roof and windows through the assistance of the Massachusetts School Building
Authority. This project just recently completed the feasibility study phase and now will be
moving onto the design phase.

As educational demands continue to rise, South Shore students continue to meet these
demands. This year, 31 students will receive the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship for scoring
in the top 25% of their class. Increased enrollment of graduates attending post secondary 2-
year and 4-year colleges has increased in this past year.

The South Shore School District is represented by eight appointed School Committee members
from each town’s Selectmen’s office:

Gerald Blake, Chairman — Rockland John Manning, Vice Chairman — Scituate
Robert Heywood — Hanover Daniel Salvucci — Whitman

Lenwood Thompson — Abington Robert Molla — Norwell

James Rodick — Hanson Kenneth Thayer — Cohasset

It is no surprise that the down turn of the economy has placed a hardship on us all in some way,
shape or form. South Shore will continue to work with our eight member towns and take a
proactive stance in monitoring budget issues. Over the years, our member towns have
supported our budget and it is much appreciated. We must continue to have an open line of
communication with our elected officials and support our towns when possible.

Respectfully submitted,

Kenneth E. Thayer

Town Representative

South Shore Regional School District Committee
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Annual Town Report
2009
Cohasset Public Schools

“Continuing the Commitment to Excellence”

As the world changes so too does the purpose of education. Understanding the future needs of
today’s students is critical. We need to prepare students for their future not our past. We
need to have a clear eye toward the future in this global economy while not forgetting about
traditions and history. Global education is a call to action. Like the rapidly changing world in
which we live, global education must evolve as educators, local business leaders, and policy
makers deepen their understanding of the future needs of today’s students.

Some examples of what might be called global competence in students illuminate this concept:

- To think critically and creatively, and to be a problem solver.

- To work well independently, and in a group.

- To have strong skills in language, mathematics, and science.

- To be proficient in at least one additional language.

- To use technology to communicate and create knowledge.

- To have an understanding of world geography and politics.

- To appreciate the differences among people.

- Tounderstand the importance of a strong work ethic for success.

- To be flexible and able to deal with ambiguity.

- Tounderstand the United States in the context of the world today.
- To be eager to build bridges of respect and cooperation across national boundaries.

The world is changing and we need to prepare students in Cohasset for the future in which they
will live. Global education is not a new “silo” or curriculum framework that stands
independently from other disciplines. The Cohasset Public Schools have restructured the
curriculum departments this year. Under the direction of Program Supervisors, global
education is led through Humanities, Fine Arts and STEM-Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics. Through the generosity of the Cohasset Education Foundation and the Parent
Student Organization, we opened our second STEM lab for hands on math and science
programs at the elementary level. The CEF is also supporting us with our 21* century efforts by
creating a new digital language lab for Cohasset Middle-High School.
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The school department is most appreciative of the continued fiscal support of the Cohasset
community. We hope to continue to partner with the Cohasset community to meet the
educational needs of all of our children as together we strive to accomplish our mission to
“continue the commitment to excellence.”

Respectfully submitted
Denise M. Walsh, Ed.D.

Superintendent of Schools

Individual building reports for 2008-2009 will follow from the principal of the Joseph Osgood
School, Deer Hill School, and Cohasset Middle-High School
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2009 Annual Town Report Joseph Osgood School

The “new” Joseph Osgood School entered its second decade with a focus on school
improvement and 21° century teaching and learning. Student enrollment increased from 418 in
September 2008 to 429 in September 2009, while faculty and staff stayed at 55.

Faculty members sought challenge and growth through professional development activities,
and many took on teacher leadership roles to foster a learning community. Teachers planned
weekly study groups with a focus on instruction. Members of the school-based Assessment
Team analyzed data, used data to improve curriculum and instruction, and monitored individual
student progress along with school progress. Grade 2 Stanford 10 Test score analysis indicated
overall student improvement in reading and math from 2007 to 2009. Assessment Team
participation increased considerably, allowing subcommittees to target specific skill areas in
reading, writing, and mathematics. Teachers were committed to mentoring and peer coaching,
and the sharing of resources and common planning additionally contributed to improved
student performance. District professional development activities included a Dr. Willard
Daggett presentation, “Preparing U.S. Schools for the 21* Century,” Six + 1 Traits of Writing ,
and an Instructional Technology Summit that offered PLATO Achieve Now training, Promethean
Board training, and navigation of the Safari Montage video library.

Each year the School Council assesses progress towards school improvement goals and
develops a new plan that identifies areas of focus. In 2009, students met benchmarks in
accordance with the School Improvement Plan. We continued to provide opportunities for
parents, teachers, and content area specialists to communicate about curriculum and
programs. We worked to strengthen partnerships with local preschools and to plan readiness
and transitional activities to support Cohasset children. We expanded our own preschool to
meet the needs of students in the community and improved resources to support our Primary
Learning Center (for students with more severe special needs). Second graders partnered with
Deer Hill students to prepare for their transition to the Deer Hill School and to explore the
STEM lab for hands on Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. Integration of
technology in the classroom increased learning opportunities as students utilized the PLATO
Achieve Now Program and the interactive Promethean Board. First and second graders enjoyed
sharing their discoveries in science and social studies through PowerPoint presentations. A new
school and district website facilitated home/school communication and provided additional
learning tools for students as they accessed resources connected to school curriculum
programs. School safety continued to be a priority for our school goals, as we worked with the
Cohasset Police and Fire Departments to plan safety drills and student programs. We also
revised guidelines for food safety and worked to improve our food services and increase
student participation.

A highlight for school improvement this past year was the development of a revised student
progress reporting system. In collaboration with the Deer Hill School, a committee was formed
to create a K-5 standards-based report card/progress report that identifies learning standards
and indicates student progress towards meeting those
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standards. The reporting system also aligns with currency in the curriculum and current
instructional practices. It reflects 21° century goals for student outcomes that include
integration of skills or “a blending of content knowledge, specific skills, expertise, and
literacies,” according to the Partnership for 21° Century skills framework and resource for
Massachusetts schools.

The School Council developed the 2009-2010 School Improvement Plan with a revised mission
statement and core values to reflect our focus on communication, collaboration, critical
thinking, and global awareness. The council also added a vision for students taken from the
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) publication, School
Reform in the New Millennium: Preparing All Children for 21°" Century Success. Guidelines are
included for core academic subjects, interdisciplinary themes, learning and innovation skills,
information, media and technology skills, and life and career skills—skills that are now taught in
the primary grades in a developmentally appropriate manner.

Our Parent School Organization (PSO) continued to support students by providing multiple
events that included curriculum enrichment programs, classroom grants for supplementary
instructional materials, a Readathon, Math and Science Night, May Arts Night, and Snapper
Sneaker Day. Many of these events promoted school/community partnerships. We enjoyed
hands on science activities in the classroom offered by Holly Hill Farm and assistance in creating
a lovely perennial garden. We also enjoyed visitors from the community on Guest Reader Day
along with community support for May Arts Night. We are very pleased to report that PSO
fundraising efforts resulted in a grant for an Osgood STEM lab (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Math) that is planned for implementation in 2010.

Our students continue to benefit from an updated computer lab and classroom technology
donated by the Cohasset Education Foundation. We continue to enjoy a partnership with the
CEF as we move forward and implement our current School Improvement Plan.

Additional partnerships within the district and community continue to be appreciated. Our
Cohasset High School students performed community service at the Osgood, and the jazz band,
chorus, and band provided performances for our students during the school year. Our students
and families enjoyed partnerships with senior citizens on Make Difference Day, and our Cub
Scouts and Girl Scouts offered their services to the school to make a difference. We have also
enjoyed the partnership and gift of a planting from the Cohasset Community Garden Club to
help our children celebrate Arbor Day each year.

The Osgood School is grateful for the support of our parents and community members. We are
also grateful for the district leadership and support of the School Committee as we pursue our
school goals and monitor continued school improvement.

Respectfully submitted

Janet Sheehan, Principal
Joseph Osgood School
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2009 Annual Town Report Deer Hill School

With the start of the year 2010, the Deer Hill School looks forward to continued growth and
improvement in our school program. Spring and fall of 2009 brought new forms of
engagement, enrichment, and instruction to our learning community. As of October 1, 2009,
enrollment at Deer Hill School was 379 students, an increase of 23 students from the year
before. This increased enrollment led to the addition of one new classroom. Class sizes range
from 19 to 25 in seventeen classrooms, grades three, four, and five.

In June, Mrs. Pamela McNamara retired from teaching fourth grade after eleven years of
dedicated service. In September, we welcomed Mrs. Margaret Holland from the Joseph
Osgood School to our third grade team along with Ms. Amelia Roche, new to us from public
elementary school in New Jersey. Ms. Meghan O’Hara, our former special education teacher,
joined our fourth grade team as a classroom teacher, and Mrs. MaryBeth McDonald replaced
her in special education. Mrs. Sarah MacDonald and Mr. Ben Mafera joined us as Literacy
Specialist and Music Teacher, respectively.

Promoting “Rigor, Relevance, and Relationships” is at the heart of all of our efforts here at Deer
Hill School, and this year, with the support of our school community, we have been able to
strengthen these essential components of schooling. Our instructional programs have
benefitted from coherency in the areas of spelling and vocabulary with the adoption of
schoolwide, research-based approaches. Over the last three years, our classroom teachers
have participated in graduate level training in mathematics instruction (“Achieving Math
Power”) and the positive results are emerging in the form of improved instructional practices,
higher test scores, and a curriculum revised to strengthen coherency and alignment with
statewide expectations. Thanks to the support of our Parent Student Organization (“Deer Hill
PSO”) and the Cohasset Education Foundation (“CEF”), our Literacy Center is enhanced with
resources to be used as mentor texts in the promotion of reading comprehension strategies
and 6 + 1 Traits of Writing. We have also added resources to our Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math (“STEM”) laboratory in the form of inquiry based kits that teach about
solar energy and environments. Our teachers and students have benefitted from on-site
professional development in the area of inquiry-based science instruction. Owing to a generous
grant from the CEF, we now have a dedicated professional development room for teachers,
outfitted with current research, planning, and teaching materials for differentiated instruction,
with an emphasis on differentiating for gifted and highly motivated students. Finally, through
the budget process we were able to purchase new/current Social Studies Textbooks. Our new
program, published by Scott Foresman, contains up to date information regarding Social
Science and History, and provides teachers with resources to enhance student understanding
and engagement with this important subject.

These programmatic improvements, along with our existing rigorous instructional and
assessment practices, have allowed Deer Hill faculty to join with the Joseph Osgood faculty in
the creation of a new standards-based report card. These new “Progress Reports” describe
each student’s level of proficiency within the learning standards of the Massachusetts
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Curriculum Frameworks and our related grade level expectations. During the summer of 2009
teachers created an Elementary Program of Studies — a resource provided to each family with
detailed information regarding our assessment practices, academic expectations, and indicators
of grade level proficiency in academic subject area as well as Thinking and Reasoning, Work
Habit, and Social Skills.

Deer Hill students have long benefitted from exciting academic enrichment programs
sponsored by the PSO. This year our students built simple machines following a schoolwide
presentation and individual workshop program entitled Techsplorations; the Star Lab visited
our gymnasium from the Boston Museum of Science, Valerie Tutson, a professional story teller,
engaged students with Tales from African Traditions, and the Tanglewood Marionettes gave a
riveting performance of Perseus and Medusa. The Museum of Science demonstrated the
phenomenon of Electromagnetism, and the Bay Colony Educators demonstrated life and
culture of the Colonial Period. We are very grateful to the PSO for providing these
opportunities for our students.

Our assessment calendar provides us with many opportunities throughout the year to assess
student progress in major subject areas. We have been able to meet or exceed our
benchmarks this year in the Writing Assessment Program (“WrAP”, 4" grade) as well as the
Galileo K — 12 On-Line Assessments in both English Language Arts and Mathematics. In 2009,
Deer Hill MCAS scores once again went above state average in all three grade levels in all
subject areas and our students showed improvement across the board. We achieved our
Adequate Yearly Progress (“AYP”), thereby demonstrating adequate schoolwide growth as
determined by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. In
grade three, 2009 scores reported 77% in Above Proficient or Proficient in Reading and in
Mathematics, 81% were either Above Proficient or Proficient. In grade four, 73% of students
scored in the Advanced or Proficient category in English Language Arts (ELA) and 67% of the
students scored in either Advanced or Proficient in Mathematics. In grade five, 87% of students
scored in the Advanced or Proficient category in ELA, 87% in mathematics, (the fifth highest
score in the state for this grade levell) and 82% in Science and Technology. These scores
represent continuous improvement in student learning and help us to understand the relative
strengths and weaknesses of our instructional programs.

Moving forward, we keep in mind our school’s primary goal, which is to prepare students for
success in the 21% century. With the understanding that relevance and relationships make
academic rigor possible, we are going beyond traditional teaching practices to place learning
within a context of real-world application. Our students engage in purposeful learning and are
expected to integrate subject area knowledge and skills to solve problems in novel situations.
Success in the 21 century requires critical thinking, creativity, analytical and technology skills,
collaboration and effective communication. On behalf of the students of Deer Hill School, we
are grateful to our school community and the Town of Cohasset for supporting us in this
important endeavor.

Respectfully submitted

Jennifer deChiara, Ph.D., Principal, Deer Hill School
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2009 Annual Town Report Cohasset Middle-High School

In spite of the difficult economic picture in 2009, the Cohasset Middle-High School saw a
number of accomplishments this past year, including continued academic success for our
students, a focus toward standards-based curriculum, and continued high levels of participation
and achievement in co-curricular activities.

The Class of 2009 produced 100 graduates, 100% of whom earned competency determinations
according to Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) standards. Thirty-five
members of the class were recognized as members of the National Honor Society, and twenty-
nine graduates earned eligibility for the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship Award. Fifty-seven
students also earned Stanley Z. Koplik Certificates of Mastery by the Massachusetts
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education for scoring advanced on at least one of
their grade 10 MCAS tests and at minimum proficient in the other. Further, 91% of the
graduating class enrolled in various public and private four-year colleges and another 2% plan
to attend two-year college or preparatory school for a total of 93% of the Class of 2009
continuing to further their education at some of the most prestigious colleges and universities
in the country.

Cohasset Middle-High School continues to perform at a very high level, as defined by the
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education standards and the federal
No Child Left Behind legislation for adequate yearly progress. Our SAT scores remain highly
competitive when compared to surrounding communities, averaging 1664 total with scores of
547 for critical reasoning, 561 in math, and 556 for writing. The school offers credit in twelve
different Advanced Placement electives with our total number of AP exams administered up
17% from the previous year of 194 students enrolled to 227. Results on AP exams demonstrate
the preparation and success of the 125 students who participated in 227 exams, on which 183
(approximately 80%) scored 3 or higher to be eligible to receive college credit. Six students
received National Merit Scholarship commendations in recognition of their performance on the
PSAT, and another, Jessica Fitts was a National Merit Finalist. August Oddleifson was honored
as a Henry David Thoreau Scholar in recognition of his achievement in science. August
Oddleifson, Jessica Fitts, Graham Sinclaire, Rachel McMorris, Fiona McBride, and Kristin
Monaco earned President’s Awards for Academic Excellence.

Our students distinguish themselves as they participate in a number of our extra-curricular and
co-curricular activities as well, including athletics, band, chorus, drama, journalism, student
council, and community service. Our programs continue to excel because of the commitment,
dedication, and hard work of our students and staff. Some examples of this include Emily
Bertovich participation in the Massachusetts Art All-State program, and Sarah Trahon’s
nomination to that program as well, and numerous pieces of student art from both the middle
and high school for consideration in the prestigious Boston Globe Scholastic Art awards
program, in which Abbey Ayers, Scarlett Mcquade, and Nate Morse received Honorable
Mention for their entries! The 8th Annual “Eat Your Art” exhibit was a giant success featuring
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edible art from grades K-12. Cohasset High School was represented by 3 students at the Senior
SEMSBA music festival- Ashley Howard (flute), Lauren Mack (soprano), and William Choi (cello).
The band and chorus also received top honors at the Creative Arts Workshop (CAWS) in New
York. Cohasset Middle School and Cohasset High School participated in the Massachusetts
Theater Guild's one act play competitions for middle and high schools throughout
Massachusetts. The Middle School performed "Lockers” by Jeremy Kruse, and earned a silver
medal. Individual outstanding performance awards were awarded to Trevor Schramm, Isabelle
Robinson, and Robert Nahill. The high school's production of Beth Henley’s “Crimes of the
Heart" earned three awards for excellence in acting to Lauren Mack, Ellie Baumgarten, and
Elizabeth Crawford.

Athletically, Cohasset High School’s ice hockey as well as boy’s and girl’s basketball teams
qualified for post season tournament play. The wrestling and swim teams had a number of
individuals qualify for state tournament action with wrestler Mike Froio earning South Sectional
champ to go with third place finishes by Andrew Littauer, David Toomey, and Jack Murphy.
Mike Froio went on to place fourth in the State Division Il championships. The boys swim and
dive team won the Patriot League. The winter season was highlighted by the girl’s basketball
team earning South Sectional finalist and winning the South Shore League. Boys Coach Bo
Ruggiero earned Coach of the Year recognition from the Massachusetts Basketball Coaches
Association. In the spring, Cohasset High School’s lacrosse teams qualified for the state
tournament, with the boy’s team advancing to state semi-finals. The girls softball team won
the South Sectional title for the first time in school history. In addition, the boy’s and girl’s
tennis teams each won the South Shore League title and qualified for post season play, with the
girl’s team advancing to the South Sectional finals.

This past fall, Alumni Field received a transformation to artificial turf and a new surface for the
track through the cooperative efforts of the town and the Cohasset Sports Partnership. We are
very appreciative. The enthusiasm for the new field carried over to each team as every fall
sport qualified for post-season play. The Golf and Football teams led the way with their South
Shore League championship, with Dana Valentine being recognized as an All-Scholastic by the
Boston Globe and Herald. Girls Field Hockey, as well as both Boys and Girls soccer teams
enjoyed very successful seasons, with the boys goal keeper Will Wise earning All- Scholastic
recognition by the Globe and Herald as well. Throughout the year a number of students earned
all-star recognition and others were recognized as Patriot Ledger All-Scholastic for their sport.
Overall, the students helped to distinguish our Athletic Program by earning placement in the
MIAA Sportsmanship Honor Roll for their positive play throughout the entire year.

The school bell rang for the last time for high school guidance counselor Anne Porter, who after
many years of distinguished service to the Cohasset community chose to retire. We wish her
well and appreciate her service. A number of staffing changes were made throughout the
summer in preparation for the new school year. We welcomed in 2009, three new Program
Supervisors, 3 new teachers at the middle school as well as 1 new guidance counselor at the
high school. These new staff members join a dedicated faculty that numbers 67 that serve the
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student population at the Middle-High School. There are currently 329 students in the Middle
School and 364 students at Cohasset High School.

Staff members have taken on initiatives for school improvement such as student performance
analysis, curriculum review and renewal, a focus on 21" century skills and global competencies,
expectations for student learning as identified through our outcome based Program of Studies,
and the expansion of student learning through Virtual High School. Ms. Stephanie Wooley
volunteers to assist in the development of future MCAS Mathematics tests by the
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, while another staff
member, Mrs. Peg Jordan continues to serve as a reader for the AP Spanish tests.

The school community has benefited from additional financial support provided by the Parent
School Organization whose efforts have enabled the purchase of lighting for the auditorium,
and we appreciate the Cohasset Education Foundation’s fund raising efforts to modernize our
foreign language lab. These initiatives, coupled with the dedicated staff and motivated student
body have combined to better prepare our students with the 21* century skills and global
competencies students will need in the future.

Respectfully submitted

Joel Antolini, Principal
Cohasset Middle-High School
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