Cohasset Alternative Energy Committee
2007 Committee Report

Committee Members - Current
Sally Ayers

Mike Bliss

Marie Caristi-MacDonald

Rod Hobson

Mimi White

Andrew Willard — Chair

Committee Members - Departed
Barbara Buckley

Bob Kinscherf

Luciano Lauretti

Paul Lualdi

Jim Shipsky

Energy Consultants
Judeth Van Hamm
Joanne Sanders

Overview

There were four primary areas of focus in 2007: MET Tower Installation on Turkey Hill, hiring of the
Energy Consultants, writing of the Wind Energy By-law with the Planning Board, and conducting energy
audits of municipal buildings.

As 2007 ended we were working on grant writing to bring a solar PV array to the library.

Details

Met Tower Placement:

In late May a three person crew from UMass Renewable Energy Labs arrived at Turkey Hill with a MET
Tower. Four members of the AEC were on hand to assist in the tower raising. The tower has been
collecting data now for 6 months with preliminary indications showing we should have enough wind for
a turbine placement in town. A detailed report will be published by UMass in the October/November
2008 time frame.

Energy Consultants

Following approval at Spring Town meeting the committee finalized the wording for the position. The
position was posted, candidates were interviewed and in early summer the committee recommend to
Town Manager we hire both Judeth Van Hamm and Joanne Sanders.
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Judeth and Joanne were put to work immediately focused on Energy Audits, and looking for low cost
energy ideas for town wide review. Both National Grid and Keyspan were brought on site as a part of
the audits, the Keyspan reports were completed in late December, we are still waiting for the National
Grid reports prior to submission to Town Manager. The Keyspan reports show there are some simple
things to be down for energy savings: items include, upgrade heating and cooling controls, adding
insulation inside several buildings, upgrading heating and cooling systems to modern 90+% efficiency
ratings and UV coatings on windows. In 2008 the committee will present a list of options for the town
to consider.

By-law draft

Mike Bliss worked with the Planning Board and ZBA to draft a Commercial Wind Energy production by-
law. The reason for this project was to create a framework that will allow placement of commercial size
turbines (Hull Wind 1 & 2) on town controlled and privately held lands. The by-law will not speak to
smaller residential sized wind turbines; they will remain under the control of existing town zoning laws
and require approval from the ZBA for placement.

Energy Audits
See notes above under Energy Consultants.

Meetings with other firms and town departments
UMass Renewable Energy Labs — MA

Cohasset School Committee

Parent Teachers Council

Planning Board

2008
In to 2008 we have several new projects to focus on including:

-Fill three open positions on the committee

-Passing of zoning overlay laws at Town Meeting

-Grant proposals for Solar PV array on Library

-Submitting of energy audits to town management

-Working with town and school leaders on energy conservation projects
-Drafting of RFP’s for turbine placement in town

-SolarWall RFP review and placement at DPW building.

Andrew Willard

Chair

Cohasset — AEC
adwillard@earthlink.net
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Housing Partnership Committee
2007 Town Report

The Cohasset Housing Partnership had an active 2007 working towards the goal of providing more
affordable housing options for Cohasset. With the much appreciated support of the Board of Selectmen
and Town Meeting, a two family house taken by the town for taxes will be developed into rental units
that can be added to the town’s affordable housing inventory under MGL c. 40B. Working with the same
developer who is the winning bidder for that project, the Partnership has begun the process of creating
4 new units of rental housing that can also be added to the inventory. The Partnership also strongly
supported the revision of zoning in the Village, which is expected to provide housing units of a size and
at price points now not met in the Cohasset housing market. The Partnership also investigated a number
of other possibilities of creating affordable options from existing housing stock.. We are grateful for the
support of our efforts by the Board of Selectmen and the community at large.

Clark Brewer, co-chair Tom Callahan, co-chair
Debra Cammer Hines Margy Charles

Galt Grant Jim Hamilton

Jim Lagroterria Taffy Nothnagle

Steve Lucitt Judi Barrett, consultant
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FIRE, RESCUE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT

| hereby submit the Annual Report for the Cohasset Fire Department for the year ending December 31,
2007

A statistical analysis of department responses for the year:

Building / Structure Fire......cccoeeeeeeveeeeeeeerireeve s 60
OULAOON FirS...ueeeeee sttt 41
Motor Vehicle Crashes........cccooeenevenennrencenenieeeen. 125
Medical EMEergencies.......cooeveeeeeeceeveeneesrineiereevenns 887
Hazardous Materials Responses.........ccccceeeeveereerenee. 14
Automatic Fire Alarm Responses..........cceceeeeuevennne 198
INVEStIZatioNS... oo ve e e 290
INSPECLIONS...ciuviiie ittt e e 471
RESCUES ..ottt 3
ASSISTANCE.....oviiircir 59
MiSCEIIANEOUS.....veeevreeireee et 141
TOTAL RESPONSES.........cccovtrvriviriirinisnnsssnnsennans 2289

Responses to Medical Emergencies:

Total RESPONSES ..cvecevceeeeeeereetee et st 887
Basic Life Support Transports.......ccoceeeeeeeceeceeneennnns 244
Advanced Life Support Transports.........ccccevevvnnene. 462

Emergency Medical Mutual Aid Totals:
Mutual Aid Provided..........ccovvevrnniinecenneinice s 178

Mutual Aid Received........covvveeveeceicie e 121
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Fire Mutual Aid Response Totals:
ProVided. ... ci ettt s e 21

RECEIVEA..c..eeveeeieee ettt et ettt e sae et ssvaes s 23

APPARATUS
The Fire Department is currently operating with the following apparatus:
Engine 1 - 1994 Pierce - 1,750 Gallons per Minute (G.P.M.) Pumping Engine
Engine 2 - 1987 Pierce - 1,250 G.P.M. Pumping Engine
Engine 3 - 2001 HME/Central States - 1,250 G.P.M. Pumping Engine
Ladder 1 - 2004 Pierce - 105 Foot Aerial Ladder Truck
Squad 1 - 2000 Ford - 4 wheel drive - 500 G.P.M. pump
Rescue 3 - 2001 Ford - E-450 - Ambulance
Car 20 - 1995 Ford - 4 wheel drive - Incident Command Vehicle

Rescue Craft - 1993 Avon - 14ft, Inflatable Boat with Trailer

In the past year one member of the Department retired.

Acting Lieutenant Thomas P. Finegan was appointed on November 1, 1976 and retired on November 11,
2007. Acting Lieutenant Finegan served the Cohasset Fire Department and the citizens of Cohasset with
honor and dedication for over thirty one years.

In conclusion, | would like to extend to the Citizens of Cohasset, Board of Selectmen, Town Manager,
Department Heads, Members of Town Departments and all Town Committees my gratitude and

appreciation for their support and assistance.

To the Officers and Firefighters of the Cohasset Fire Department my sincere thanks for your dedication
and consummate professionalism while serving the Town of Cohasset.

Respectfully Submitted,

Robert D. Silvia
Chief of Department
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e  Bedrock Well Testing — A bedrock well monitoring program is completed on an annual basis to
assess groundwater quality within the four monitoring wells installed between the CHL Landfill and
Lily Pond. This year’s tests were completed in the fall of 2007.

e  Stream Gauging — Monitoring continued for the four stream gauge locations that track hydrologic
conditions and tributary flow contributions within the watershed. Norfolk Ram Group has
coordinated with American Water to visit all of the monitoring gauges on a monthly basis to
download stream depth and temperature data that is collected hourly by the automated field
devices. All stream gauge locations were updated with replacement devices in February 2007.
Norfolk Ram Group has been compiling and interpreting this watershed data, and data is shared
and stored on American Water computers as well.

RAIN GARDEN PROJECT. In calendar year 2007 15 rain gardens were constructed. In addition
to the completed gardens a 5,000 gallon oil/water separator was installed at the intersection of Pond St.
and RTE 3A. In addition to the completed work, also during this year, 7 other rain gardens were partially
constructed along Route 3A. There are 22 more rain gardens to be constructed in 2008. These
proposed gardens along with those already competed and under construction, result in a total of 49 rain
gardens along with 2 bioretention swales and the Rte 3A oil/water separator.

Rain gardens are depressed planting beds, constructed with special soil mix and plantings, which
collect “first flush” stormwater flowing along the edge of roads and allow it to infiltrate into the soil,
where natural biological and chemical processes reduce the level of pollutants and nutrients in the run-
off. Stormwater which has passed through the rain gardens is returned to the existing drainage ways.
Norfolk Ram Group, on behalf of the Water Commission, worked closely with the Cohasset Garden Club
to determine appropriate plantings.

This stormwater improvement project is entering its final year (completion due in June 2008),
utilizing funds from our Section 319 Grant ($255,000) and the 2% low interest loans (5497,500) from the
Clean Water SRF (CWSRF) program. Over the first half of calendar year 2008 we will continue to
implement both structural and non-structural solutions for eliminating and/or reducing nonpoint source
pollution in the watershed for Lily Pond and the Aaron River Watershed. The s.319 grant was awarded
in 2003; we submitted the formal loan application for the CWSRF loans on October 15, 2004.

Twenty-nine (29) rain gardens have been constructed to date in areas that are tributary to
Peppermint Brook and Lily Pond, such as areas around the Clay Spring Road development, Pond Street,
Route 3A, and King Street; and areas tributary to Aaron River Reservoir. There is also a demonstration
rain garden at the Lily Pond Water Treatment Plant and a bio-swale constructed along the Plant’s
driveway, which were the first constructed in Town.

In the fall of 2007 we completed the design, and awarded the final contract for the construction
of twenty-nine (29) additional rain gardens. Of these, seven (7) locations along Route 3A have been
completed, leaving an additional twenty-two (22) to be constructed in the Spring of 2008. When fully
completed, a total of fifty-one (51) stormwater capture locations will be addressed. This Project utilizes
structural best management practice (BMP) solutions and incorporates low impact development (LID)
strategies wherever possible to contain and minimize off-site flows and pollutant loading in these areas.
Structural BMPs being implemented include hooded catch basins, bioretention facilities (a.k.a. rain
gardens), roadside swales with biofilters and spill containment oil/water separator facilities.

NOVEMBER 13 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING. At this Town Meeting the Water Commission proposed
Article 3, which passed unanimously, to amend the Water Resource District Zoning Bylaw to comply with
state regulations and the conditions of our Water Management Permit. This Article amended the
prohibition for storage of sodium chloride in the Water Resource District by eliminating the 250 Ib
threshold, and changed the prohibition on storage of animal manure in the District to prohibit such
storage “unless such storage is within a structure designed to prevent the generation and escape of
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contaminated runoff and leachate. The term ‘storage’ as used in this section shall exclude land application

of manure as fertilizer and the deposition of manure on the ground by farm animals and household pets.”

SOURCE WATER ASSESSMENT & PROTECTION (SWAP) REPORT. On January 16, 2004 the
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) issued the final SWAP Report for the
Cohasset Water Department. The SWAP report identifies the sources of Cohasset public drinking water
supply, the protection areas around those supplies, inventories the potential sources of contamination,
and makes a number of recommendations to improve protection of our water supplies. The Cohasset
Water Commission, in its ongoing watershed protection program, following the 2002 Surface Water
Supply Protection Plan, is planning on implementing the recommendations of the SWAP along with the
many other water supply protection measures already underway.

AVALON 40B PROJECT. On January 8, 2007, the Mass. Appeals Court ruled against our appeal of
the Land Court decision which dismissed our appeal of the ZBA decision. On October 27, 2003 the
Cohasset Zoning Board of Appeals granted a Comprehensive Permit to Avalon Cohasset for a 200-unit
development in the Lily Pond Watershed. The Water Commission appealed to Land Court (Land Court
Miscellaneous Case No. 294252). In May, 2004 Avalon Cohasset, Inc, filed a Motion to Dismiss the
appeal On June 15 the Water Commission filed its Opposition to the Motion to Dismiss. A hearing on the
Motion was held June 23, 2005 in Land Court before Judge Sands, who dismissed our complaint. We
appealed to the Massachusetts Appeals Court (Docket#t 2005-P-0746), which held a hearing June 5, 2006
and on January 8, 2007 denied our appeal.

On April 4, 2006, Avalon filed an application for a groundwater discharge permit for their on-site
sewage system, and on July 20, 2007 the permit was granted by the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP). On August 8, the Water Commission appealed that permit to DEP, and that appeal is
still pending.

On June 19, 2007, in response to an Audit requested by the Water Commission, DEP issued a
Notice of Noncompliance to Avalon for their violations of the state Chapter 21E hazardous waste site
cleanup regulations. DEP cited Avalon for not adequately characterizing the extent of contamination on
the site, which is in the watershed for Lily Pond, and for not adequately assessing the extent of the site
cleanup that is needed. Avalon and DEP agreed to an Administrative Consent Order (ACO) in November
which gave Avalon 180 days to review the site and submit the 21E documentation to DEP in compliance
with the regulations.

PENDING LEGISLATION. The Water Commission filed two bills for the 2007-2008 Legislative
Session.

e  H-4014, filed by Rep. Garrett Bradley, adopted at the March 31 Annual Town Meeting, would
authorize the Water Department to make long term sales of water to other water districts or towns
up to 50% of the approved safe yield. Commissioner McNabb testified in favor of the bill on behalf
of the Water Commission at the June 27 public hearing. The bill received a Favorable report
October 22, 2007 from the Joint Committee on Municipalities & Regional Government and on
October 25 was given initial approval by the House and referred to the Committee on Bills in Third
Reading.

e  H-40, filed by Sen. Hedlund, would give the Water Department an access easement over state
Massachusetts Highway Department Land to the Scituate Hill Water Storage Tank, which would be
a more convenient permanent access than the current access route through the Avalon property.
Commissioner McNabb testified in favor of the bill on behalf of the Water Commission at the June
21 public hearing. The bill was referred to the Joint Committee on Bonding, Capital Expenditures &
State Assets and has not yet been reported out of the Committee.

PRESENTATIONS. Commissioner McNabb presented a paper at the March 26, 2007 Spring
Meeting of the New England Water Works Association (NEWWA) entitled “Successful Rehabilitation of
an Ailing Water System.” The presentation detailed how the Cohasset Water Department came out of
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the 1994-1995 water crisis when the system was unable to provide the entire town with water, to 2003,
when the Dept. received a Water System Award from the state. He also presented a workshop at the
March 19 Toxics Action Center Annual Conference on “How to Talk to your water department.”

PUBLICATIONS. In January, 2007 we received the December, 2006 Journal of the New England
Water Works Association (NEWWA) which included the article “Case Studies in Practical Approaches for
Water Supply versus Aquatic Base Flow Needs” by Chad Cox, P.E., David Leone, P.E., and Thomas J.
Keeffe, P.E., which was about the Flow Release and Operational Plan developed by GZA Environmental
and Tutela engineering to support the Cohasset Water Departments application for an Interbasin
Transfer Act to sell water to the Linden Ponds development in Hingham.

OTHER WATER DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES. During 2007 the Water Department also performed
the following activities:

e  Reviewed new large home proposals with regards to water supply piping.

e  Continuous monitoring of four (4) stream gauges that are contributory to Lily Pond as well as the
flow at the Bound Brook Control Structure to determine the surface water flows in and out of the
primary supply to the water treatment plant

e  Review fire flow requirements with the Cohasset Fire Department for several proposed
developments planned in town.

e Reviewed and evaluated metering and telemetry communication with the master meter at Linden
Pond.

e Issue an Request for Proposal to use either of the water storage tanks for a cell phone antennae
site to improve communication coverage in Town

e  Prepare and submit an IDSE document for DBP Stage 2 requirements.

e Investigate external corrosion to some Gate Valves on Smith Place and Pleasant Street

COOPERATION WITH OTHER TOWN DEPARTMENTS. The Cohasset Water Department
cooperated with many other Town of Cohasset departments during 2007 including:

e  The water department provided significant improvements to Town roadways as part of our
distribution upgrades, working cooperatively with the DPW.

e Reviewed & commented on the new Street Opening Permit process developed for the DPW

e  Provided a water supply for the Veterans Memorial Parks at the Harbor.

e Assisted the DPW for a sidewalk/drainage improvement project on Forest Ave.

e  Assisted DPW in locating buried pipes and manholes of a 90+ year old drainage system located
under Jerusalem Road.

e The Water Department continues to process billing for the Sewer Department.

e  Joint training for Reverse 911 with Police, Fire Department and Emergency Management.

e Provide fire flow tests for Fire Department

e  Connected Little League fields to the abandoned Sohier Street wells.

e  Provide new water services at Beechwood Ball Park.

e  Provided DPW with GPS detection and location equipment.

e  Spring St. and Cushing Rd. relocate intersection as part of our distribution project.

e  Selection and implementation of standard Geographic Information Systems (GIS) base map
program for all Town Departments.

CONCLUSION. The strength and successes of today’s Water Department have been possible
because of the vision and extraordinary efforts of the Water Commission and staff in the 1970’s, to
conceptualize, design, permit, and build the Aaron River Reservoir and the Lily Pond Treatment Plant
which turned Cohasset from a water-poor town to a water-rich town.

During 2007, the Cohasset Water Commission has implemented many major infrastructure
investments, operational initiatives, land acquisition and landscaping projects which significantly
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enhance our ability to protect our water supply, treat, pump and deliver excellent drinking water and
reliable water service for domestic and firefighting use for our customers - our ratepayers in Cohasset.
We have accomplished these important achievements within our current rate structure, since our
financial position remains excellent.

The Board of Water Commissioners and the Water Department would like to thank all the Town
officials, boards, citizens, and committees who have supported and assisted us throughout 2007. We will
continue to improve the water system in the coming years for the benefit of all customers and the Town
of Cohasset.

Respectfully submitted.

BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS
Glenn A. Pratt, Chairman

Nathaniel Palmer, Vice-Chairman
John K. McNabb, Jr., Clerk
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Sewer Commission 2007 Annual Report

This past year was a busy and successful time for the Sewer Commission. In addition to the normal flow
of issues needing attention, we also dealt with operational challenges, alternative studies, initiation of
the Little Harbor/Atlantic Avenue sewer project, litigation filed by a developer seeking a connection, and
progress with a major inflow and infiltration (I/1) project.

The wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) continued to operate within its normal condition design
parameters. We did have a minor operational issue with turbidity control of the effluent from the plant.
This issue was resolved with a meticulous examination of the thousands of fibers in the filter cassettes
and discovery/repair of a number of tiny leaks in the system. The cause of these leaks was most likely
due to the cassettes approaching the limits of their anticipated operational lifetime. The modifications
to the treatment plant for the increased flow for the Little Harbor/Atlantic Avenue expansion will
include replacement of all the cassettes with a higher density, improved design. The ongoing plant
modifications include permanent piping and disinfection equipment to significantly mitigate any
potential overflows before there is any release to the environment. These modifications will be
completed early in the project. Stormwater inflow and infiltration are addressed later in this report.

The special Town Meeting in December of 2005 authorized a study of alternatives (decentralized,
satellite sewage treatment plants) for parts of Cohasset that do not currently have sewers or immediate
plans for sewers. Preliminary investigation yielded limited viable areas for disposal under conventional
means. Discussions with DEP have taken place for the use of Innovative/Alternative disposal
technologies to expand disposal options. State groundwater discharge and re-use regulations are
currently undergoing revision and it is hoped that the revisions will help expand the Town’s options in
this area. The final report from this study will be available early in 2008.

The Little Harbor/Atlantic Avenue project contracts were bid and awarded in 2007. Favorable bids were
received and it is anticipated, barring totally unanticipated developments, that the project will be
finished well within the anticipated budget approved by Town Meeting. State revolving funds to finance
the project were applied for and granted. Obtaining these funds will result in low interest rate financing
over a twenty year period for the betterments assigned to the new sewer users. In April of 2007 voters
declined a ballot item to share 50/50 in the cost of the project, therefore users must pay 100% of the
project costs through their betterments.

Construction work began in late September on the combined water/sewer portions of the project, with
water work beginning first. During freezing winter conditions, only sewer work will be done, with water
portions beginning again in the spring. An objection to the location of the project staging area resulted
in an appeal to the ZBA of a decision by the Town’s Building Inspector. His decision allowed that the
proposed and current location in a residential neighborhood was in accordance with the Town’s Zoning
By-Laws. The ZBA should rule on the appeal early in 2008.
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An appeal by the Avalon developers of the ZBA decision denying their demand to be granted a sewer
connection was denied by the Housing Appeals Court on the basis that they had showed no significant
cost difference between their already granted ground water discharge permit and their sought sewer
connection. The developer has appealed the Housing Court decision to the State Superior Court.

Town Meeting approved in December of 2006 an article which authorized appropriation of funds to
complete a major investigative and corrective action program to identify and eliminate inflow and
infiltration (1/1) into the sewer collection system. The program will be executed over a four year period
and investigative efforts in 2007 have identified two major areas of ground/tidal influx into the sewer
collection piping. One major contributor located at the Jacob’s Meadow culvert will be repaired in 2008
and continuing investigative work will be done to further refine and pin down the sources of influx in the
Elm Street section of the collection system. An Interim report is also anticipated for early 2008.

Ray Kasperowicz, Clerk
John Beck, Vice Chairman
Sean Cunning, Chairman
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STORMWATER COMMITTEE
December 31, 2007

In 2007, the Cohasset Board of Selectmen voted to extend the term of the Cohasset Stormwater
Management Committee which was originally established in August of 2006. The Committee is
composed of a member each from, Board of Health, Conservation Commission, Planning Board, Water
Resource Protection Committee, Planning Board, two citizens, and an associate non-voting member, the
President of the Straits Pond Watershed Association who is a Hull Resident.

The Committee was asked by the Selectmen to continue its original charge in 2007. The charge of the
Committee is to survey the existing stormwater and non-point source pollution situation in Cohasset
and make recommendations to the Selectmen and Town Meeting on the following (a.) (b.) and (c.)
below. Beneath each specific charge (underlined) is a corresponding bulleted list of action items
undertaken by the Committee in 2007.

a) Planning and implementation of measures such as installing rain gardens or other Low Impact

Development (LID) applications to alleviate existing stormwater problems;

Mass. DEP 319 NPS Grant

O

Partnering with the Cohasset Board of Selectmen and various other entities of the
Town, the Stormwater Management Committee applied for and received a
Massachusetts DEP 319 Nonpoint Source Pollution (NPS) grant to be used to
compliment ongoing sewer work around Little Harbor. The total award was
$250,000.00 which includes a requirement for $100,000.00 in matching funds from the
Town. The monies will be used to permanently protect and improve water quality in
Little Harbor through the design, permitting and construction of Best Management
Practice (BMP) solutions.

Relative to the 319 grant mentioned above, the committee was instrumental in working
with Town officials to ensure that previously planned projects would qualify as “in-kind”
matching funds, thereby offsetting the Town’s out of pocket expenses considerably. In
addition, Committee members have also worked closely with the Cohasset Center for
Student Coastal Research (CSCR) to provide grant funded testing of stormwater samples
collected at Little Harbor outfalls. The Project also includes a public outreach and
education component to explain the Project and the effectiveness of Stormwater BMP’s
to residents and encourage participation in reducing nonpoint source pollution.

By securing grant funds for the Town, and coordinating grant projects with the Little
Harbor sewer project, the CSCR, and various other Town plans, the Stormwater
Management Committee has been successful in achieving a more “total solution” for
Little Harbor by addressing nonpoint source pollution issues in the Town.

Coastal Pollutant Remediation Grant Program/Coastal Zone Management (CZM)
BMP Design & Implementation within James Brook Watershed

©)

Partnering with the Cohasset Board of Selectmen and other entities of the Town, the
Stormwater Committee has applied for a Coastal Pollution Remediation (CPR) grant for
BMP Design & Implementation within the James Brook Watershed. The range of
funding requested from CZM was $46,430.00 to $81,270.00. The request is pending and
a decision is expected very shortly.
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o The CPR grant is intended to improve the water quality and protection of Cohasset Cove
through the design, environmental permitting, and construction of stormwater control
and treatment systems within the James Brook watershed, part of the South coastal
Watershed. These designs will use BMP’s and incorporate Low Impact Development
(LID) strategies to capture and minimize runoff flows and pollutant loading into the
Jacobs Meadow salt marsh and Cohasset Cove.

o Inrelation to the CPR grant the Stormwater Committee has partnered with the Cohasset
Conservation Committee to apply for a Cohasset Community Preservation Committee
(CPC) grant. In January 2008 the CPC awarded $88,570.00 to be used as matching funds
for the CPR grant. If the CPR grant is not awarded to Cohasset, the Stormwater
Committee plans to use the CPC monies to establish a minimum of six BMP’s along
Jacobs Meadow.

b) Drafting and the adoption of bylaws or other regulatory controls to prevent additional
stormwater issues, such as a Model Stormwater Bylaw, to propose to Town Meeting;

o During 2007, the Stormwater Committee continued to work diligently in an effort to
incorporate the views of the general public, the various standing Commissions and
Committees of the Town, the Board of Selectmen, affected abutters and other
interested parties toward the drafting of a Stormwater Bylaw for the Town of Cohasset.

o The Committee has placed the draft bylaw on the Town Warrant for consideration at
the 2008 Spring Town Meeting and is making final edits in an effort to gain broad based
public support for the proposed bylaw.

o During the Course of 2007, members of the Stormwater Committee met with the
following entities as part of its ongoing public outreach to gain input and support for a
Stormwater Bylaw.

= Three formal meetings with the Board of Selectmen
= Attended and spoke at 2007 Spring and Fall Town Meetings
= (Cohasset Planning Board
= Cohasset Conservation Commission
= Cohasset Board of Health
= Cohasset Sewer Commission
= Representative of the Harbor Health Committee
= Elm Street/Jacobs Meadow abutters
= Cohasset Greenbush Engineering re: James Brook/Jacobs Meadow/Sanctuary
Pond.
= Cohasset Golf Course
= Cohasset Rotary Club
= Massachusetts Area Planning Council (MAPC)
= Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management
c) Creation of a permanent Stormwater Management Committee or Commission to have
jurisdiction over stormwater issues.

o The Stormwater Management Committee feels strongly that the appointment of an
ongoing Committee structure is necessary and prudent. First, the Town must bring the
serious, chronic and widespread flooding and pollution problems under control. The
Committee feels this will take many years to accomplish. As progress is achieved, the
ongoing monitoring and regulation of stormwater related issues will be critical.

o Flooding and pollution problems identified by the Committee threaten public safety,
private property, our environment and the overall character and quality of life in
Cohasset.
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o Therefore the Committee has requested that the Board of Selectmen build on the
progress that has been made, thus far, by supporting a Stormwater Management
Committee on an ongoing basis.

STORMWATER COMMITTEE,

Martin Nee, Citizen Member and Chairman

Jim Kinch, Secretary, Water Resources Protection Committee

Steve Bobo, Board of Health

Sarah Charron, Conservation Commission

Jim Drysdale, Citizen Member

Lawry Reid, Straits Pond Watershed Association, Associate Member
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Report by the Harbor Health Committee for the 2007 Town Report.

During 2007 the Harbor Health Committee (‘The Committee’) continued to work with local, state and
federal environmental agencies to evaluate the Harbor’s water quality, identify possible sources of
pollution and recommend solutions.

Mass Bays Natural Estuaries submitted its final report on the comprehensive testing conducted on the
Harbor in the summer of 2006. This was included in a report from The Committee to the Board of
Selectmen in August 2007 and is available at the Town Manager’s Office.

The EPA once again designated Cohasset Harbor as part of their Clean New England Beach Initiative and
conducted targeted testing upstream in tributaries as well as within the Harbor. Their final draft report
was submitted to The Committee and forwarded to the Board of Selectmen, the Harbor Master, and the
Board of Health in December 2007. A copy is available at the Town Manager’s Office.

The Committee continued to collaborate with the towns of Scituate and Marshfield under the direction
of CZM (Coastal Zone Management) in a regional application to the EPA requesting a No Discharge Area
designation for this area’s coastal waters. A joint public information meeting was held at the Scituate
Library on May 22, 2007. The draft application was presented to the Board of Selectmen on December
17, 2007 and on December 21, 2007 a letter from the Town Manager was sent on behalf of the Board of
Selectmen authorizing CZM to make the NDA application on behalf of Cohasset. EPA approval is
expected in the spring of 2008.

In collaboration with the Conservation Commission, The Committee applied for and received $40,000 in
funding from the Restore America’s Estuaries/Conservation Law Foundation/NOAA Restoration
Partnership and the Corporation Wetland Restoration Partnership and $20,000 from the Cohasset
Conservation Preservation Committee in matching local funds. This funded the feasibility and
engineering phase of the restoration of the salt marsh between Parker Avenue and Government Island
and was conducted under the supervision of the Town Manager. The Conservation Commission and The
Committee worked with representatives of NOAA, EPA, CLF and CZM as well as the local engineer,
Cavanarro Consulting. As part of this project, the collapsed culvert under Border Street will be replaced.

In early May 2007, The Committee, again in collaboration with the Conservation Commission, submitted
applications to the Massachusetts Office of the Coastal Zone Management Wetlands Restoration
Program for Priority Status for Jacobs Meadow and the Parker Avenue ‘cut’. Priority status for both was
granted in June 2007. Designated priority projects are eligible (but not guaranteed) to receive grants and
technical services supported by the Commonwealth, including, but not limited to: wetland delineation,
elevation survey, mapping and site planning, hydraulic analyses, impact assessments, title and deed
exams, permitting and monitoring.

As part of the Priority Status Agreement for the Parker Avenue Cut, the EPA and CZM expressed concern
over the high bacterial counts reported in the cut and the possibility of introducing that pollution into
The Gulf when flow is restored through the culvert. This could endanger future funding for the marsh
restoration project and, so, The Committee worked with the Town Manager, the Conservation
Commission, the Board of Health and the Sewer Commission to recommend the Lightkeepers’ House be
hooked up to town sewer. Funding for this is being considered for inclusion in the 2009 budget.
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